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More  than  2,500  young  people 
and  their  sponsors  heard  youth 
evangelist  Wade  Morris'  call  for 
holiness,  and  rocked  to  the  music 
of  Christian  soloist  Jake  Gulledge 
at  the  2004  Mississippi  Baptist 


onference 


Youth  Evangelism 
(YEC)  December  30-31  at 
Mississippi  College  in  Clinton. 

"Wade  Morris  is  an  incredible 
communicator  who  took  the  truth 
of  God's  Word  and  challenged  our 

- =3^  students  with  it.  u  was  a 

beautiful  sight  to  see  as 


Wade  gave  the 

smvation  and  the 
number  of  students  that 
came  to  receive  Christ. 

That's  all 

about!"  said  Jay  Fletcher, 
one  of  the  coordinators  of 

the  event  and  single  adult  la  u  f.u 

pastor  at  ^inelake 

i^TThr  Brandon.  ^ore  during  the  2004  Mississip 

"Jake  and  his  band  College  m  Clinton  More  tharU 
were  great  as  always.  They  photo  by 

were  so  sensitive  to  the 

leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  The  annual  YEC  e 
God  usecf  them  musically  to  min-  the  MBCB  Evangeli; 
ister  to  all  of  us,"  Fletcher  added.  supported  by  gifts 
The  worship  sessions  were  Cooperative  Program 
rounded  off  with  performances  "I  also  want  to  I 
by  the  Christian  drama  team,  A  Mississippi  Collie  i 
View  from  the  Branch.  "They  ClintOTv  for  allowing  u 
were  awesome.  1  am  sure  that  puses  during  the  hoi 
they  will  be  a  part  of  another  make  us  feel  so  welo 
student  event  in  the  future,"  mile  to  help  us  with  "V 
[Fletcher  said.  "They  tied  togeth-  The 2004 YEC Corr 


■  er  the  music  and  teaching  time 
so  well  through  drama  and  our 
students  really  enjoyed  them. 
The  drama  they  shared  was  so  relevant 
to  where  our  students  are  living." 

In  addition  to  the  worship  sessions,  ag^ 
specific  breakout  groups  were  held  at  vari¬ 
ous  locations  around  the  MC  campus  and 
across  the  street  at  First  Church,  Clinton; 

•  Seventh  and  eighth  graders,  were  led 
^  VVotod,  junior  high  pastor  at 

Temple  Church,  Flattiesbuig. 

•  Ninth  graders,  led  by  J.D.  Simpson, 
executive  director  of  First  Priority-Hub 
City  in  Hattiesburg. 

•  10th  graders,  led  by  Gary  Fermenter, 
of  Fermenter  Ministries^  Columbils. 

•  11th  and  12th  graders,  led  by  Wade 
Morris. 

•  Adult  leaders,  led  by  Jim  Futral, 
executive  director-treasurer  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
and  Kevin  Jones,  pastor  of  State 
Boulevard- Church  in  Meridian. 

"God  has  truly  blessed  the  Youth 
Challenge  Confexence  YEC).  What  better  way 
to  create  momentum  in  a  youth  group  for  tfe 
new  year  than  to  See  youtti  being  saved  and 
bemg  challenged  to  tell  others  about  Jesus?" 
said  ShanncMi  Slover,  who  coordinated  the 
event  witfi  Fletcher  and  serves  as  minister  to 
you^  at  First  Church,  Laurel. 


PREACHING  THE  WORD 
—  Youth  Evangelist  Wade 
Morris  of  Birmingham  served 
as  the  featured  speaker  during 
the  2004  Mississippi  Baptist 
Youth  Evangelism  Conference 
December  30-31  at  Mississippi 
College  in  Clinton.  (BR  photo 
by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


PRAISE  THROUGH  SONG  —  Christian  soloist  lake  Gulledge  of  Atlanta  performs  at  the 
2004  Mississippi  Baptist  Youth  Evangelism  Conference  December  31  at  Mississippi  College 
in  Clinton.  (BR  photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
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A  giant  among  giants  has  fallen.  We 
probably  use  descriptions  like  that 
too  often  with  too  little  thought, 
but  it  is  pure  truth  when  applied  to  the 
life  and  ministry  of  James  Lenox  Sullivan. 

While  we  celebrate  the  December  27 
heavenly  hqmegoing  of  Sullivan,  the 
native  Mis'sissippian  who  served 
Southern  Baptists  for  a  lifetime  as  pastor, 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC),  and  president  or  the 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  (now 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources),  we  still 
miss  him  deeply  because  he  will 
not  soon  be  replaced. 

A  leader  from  an  early  age  —  he 
was  captain  of  the  1931 
Mississippi  College  football  team 
and  a  member  of  the  school's 
Sports  Hall  of  Fame  —  Mississippi 
Baptists  named  him  their 
Clergyman  of  the  Century  in  1985.  _ 
After  he  retired  from  the ' 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  he 
taught  at  Mississippi  College  and 
at  Southern  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Ky. 

Because  or  his  demeanor  in  the 
era  in  which  he  served  so  ably, 
Jr.  Sullivan  was  often  called  the 
"Statesman  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention."  Those  of  us  who 
knew  Sullivan,  even  casually, 
understand  the  meaning  of  that  statement. 

"I  have  known  some  men  in  my  life¬ 
time  that  1  thought  were  brilliant.  I  have 
also  known  some  men  who  it  seemed  to 
me  embodied  the  sweet  spirit  of  Jesus, 
but  1  have  not  known  anyone  in  whom 
those  two  things  converged  as  beautifully 
as  the  life  of  Dr.  James  Sullivan,"  said  Jim 
Futral,  executive  director-treasurer  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

"When  I  started  in  the  ministry  in 
1962,  Dr.  Sullivan  was  already  a  signifi¬ 
cant  leader  in  the  SBC  as  president  of  the 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board.  His  knowl¬ 
edge  of  Baptist  life  and  polity  was  wide¬ 
ly  recognized  even  then.  He  provided  a 
role  model  for  me  and  other  preachers 
just  beginning  in  ministry,"  said  Gene 

The  tragedy  that  has 

imfolded  iir  the  Indian  IjUl 
Ocean  demands  the  world's 
attention  —  and  calls  for  a  clear 
Christian  response.  In  the  after- 
math  of  the  disaster,  some  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  suggested  that 
God  was  simply  unable  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  tsunamis  that  destroyed  ( 
so  marw  lives.  Some  secularists 
jumped  on  the  opportunity  to 
argue  that  the  tragedy  is  further 
proof  that  God  does  not  exist. 

^  Otl^rss^simply  blamed  the  earth-  light  of  tl 
quake  and  tidal  waves  on  fate  or  avoid  at 
cWned  that  God  had  sent  the  whatGoc 
destruction  as  punishment  for  the  end, 
the  victims'  sins.  that  all 

How  are  we  to  deal  with  every  ex; 
this?  What  approach  will  affirm  meaning 
the  full  measure  of  Christian  that  God 
truth  while  taking  the  disaster  in  eveiy 
into  honest  account?  tence.  W 

First,  a  faithful  Christian  suffering 
response  must  affirm  the  true  by  sin.  Tr 
character  and  jxiwer  of  God.  ly  incom 
The  Bible  leaves  no  room  for  Ccm  now 
doubting  either  the  onmipo-  foundly  I 
tence  or  me  benevolence  of  God.  be  very  c 
As  the  Christian  tradition  has  sent  th 
always  affirmed,  God's  active  reminds 
lordship  over  the  universe  is  the  God  an 
sole  explanation  for  why  the  cos-  unfathon 
mos  even  holds  together.  Third, 

Second,  in  affirming  the  full  respond 
measure  of  Christian  truth  in  and  the 


Henderson,  president  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  and  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Brandon. 

"I  was  always  proud  to 
point  out  to  my  friends 
horn  other  states  that  Dr. 

Sullivan  was  a 
Mississippian.  I  was  always 
impressed  when  I  heard 
him  speak  because  he  obvi¬ 
ously  was  very  knowledge¬ 
able  and  had  a  passion  for 
the  Lord,  the  church,  and 
our  denomination.  His 
visionary  leadership 

enabled  the  BSSB  to  become 
a  dominant  influence  in 
Southern  Baptist  life. 

"1  aip  very  grateful  that 
I  was  privileged  to  know 
and  to  be  influenced  by 
the  life  and  witness  of  this 

freat  man  of  God. 

outhern  Baptists,  and 
Mississippi  Baptists  espe¬ 
cially,  have  been  blessed 
through  the  ministry  of 
James  L.  Sullivan," 

Henderson  said. 

"He  was  president  at 
one  of  the  most  crucial- 
times  at  the  Sunday 
School  Board  during  the 
civil  rights  struggles  of  the 
1950s  and  '60s,"  said  James 
T.  Draper,  president  of 
LifeWay  Christian 

Resources  (formerly  the 
Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board).  "He  led  in  production  of  materi¬ 
als  promoting  the  biblical  view  of 
human  worth,  regardless  of  race,  and 
modeled  his  beliefs  by  providing  an 
equitable  work  environment  for  a  multi¬ 
cultural  staff. 

"He  was  my  friend  and  supporter,  and 
a  great  statesman.  His  counsel,  wisdom, 
knowledge  of  Baptist  history  and  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  was  incom¬ 
parable.  As  we  have  worked  to  strength- 


James  L.  Sullivan,  1910-2(X)4 

en  the  institution,  he  has  given  gener¬ 
ously  of  his  e;|q)erience  and  insights  to 
encourage  us.  Today  our  staff  continues 
building  on  the  foundation  he  laid. 

"In  a  time  when  there  are  not  many 
heroes,  he  has  certainly  been  one  of  my 
heroes.  I  have  lost  a  great  friend." 

Surely  we  have  been  in  the  presence 
of  greatness.  Lord,  please  send  more 
giants  like  James  L.  Sullivan  —  and  if  it 
please  You,  we  need  them  right  away. 


Guest  Opinion: 

Why  did  God  allow 
the  tsunami? 

By  R.  Albert  Mohler,  president 
Southern  Seminary  -  Louisville,  Ky. 


light  of  the  tsvmamis,  we  must' 
avoid  attempting  to  explain 
what  God  has  not  explained.  In 
the  end,  the  Christian  knows 
that  all  suffering  —  indeed 
every  experience  of  life  —  is 
meaningful.  We  understand 
that  God  is  tevealing  Himself 
in  eveiy  moment  of  our  exis¬ 
tence.  We  also  know  that  all 
sufferii^  is  ultimately  caused 
by  sin.  Tnat's  about  as  political¬ 
ly  incorrect  an  asserhon  as  we 
Ccm  now  imagine,  but  it  is  pro¬ 
foundly  true.  Even  so,  we  must 
be  very  careful  in  how  we  pre¬ 
sent  this  truth.  As  Paul 
reminds  us,  the  judgments  o'f 
God  are  unsearchable  and 
unfathomable  (Romans  11:33). 

Third,  Christians  must 
respond  with  the  love  of  Christ 
ana  the  power  of  the  Gospel. 


Relief  efforts  are  now  under 
way,  and  Christians  should  be 
at  the  forefront  '  of  this 
response.  In  offering  concrete 
help  and  assistance,  Christians 
are  doing  nothing  less  than  fol¬ 
lowing  tne  express  command 
and  example  of  Jesus  Christy 
Beyond  this,  Christians  must 
seize  this  oppiortunity  to  con¬ 
front  this  awful  disaster  with 
the  life-changing  power  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Christians  are  to  feed  the  hun¬ 
gry,  give  drink  to  the  thirsty 
and  clothe  the  naked  in  the 
name  of  Christ.  This  is  a  pow¬ 
erful  testimony,  but  acts  of 
compassion  must  be  accompa¬ 
nied  by  words  of  conviction. 
Our  answer  to  this  reality  of 
unsp>eakable  tragedy  must  be 
witness  to  the  Gospel  of 
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unfathomable  power  —  the 
power  to  bring  life  out  of  death. 

Furthermore,  we  must 
indeed  point  to  this  disaster  as 
only  a  hint  of  the  cataclysm 
that  is  yet  to  come  —  the  holy 
judgment  of  God.  On  that  day, 
the  hdal  waves  of  Dec  26, 2004, 
will  be  understood  to  have 
been  one  of  the  warnings  all 
humanity  should  have  heeded. 

This  is  no  time  for 
Christian  equivocation  or 
cowardice.  In  the  face  of 
traeedy  and  suffering  on  this 
scale,  we  must  answer  with, 
the  full  measure  of  Christian 
conviction  and  the  undiluted 
truth  of  Christianity.  In  this 
life,  we  are  not  given  all  the 
answers  to  the  questions  we 
might  pose,  but  God  has 
given  us  all  that  we  need  to 
know  in  order  to  understand 
our  peril  and  His  provision 
for  us  in  Christ. 

So,  let  us  weep  with  those 
who  weep,  pray  for  those  who 
suffer,  give  and  go  in  missions 
of  mercy,  and  bear  bold  wit¬ 
ness  to  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  not  only  in  southern 
Asia,  but  right  here  at  home. 

Mohler’s  commentary  appears 
courtesy  of  Baptist  Press. 


January  20, 2005 


* 


JL 


iD'Sri  Lanka,  Southern 
;ken  and  bread  to  those 


plans  to 


blbutct 


itotional 


,^^overnxi9/9it9  to 
j|Nt;)Daonetar^  dona- 
■Mipftister  torhun- 
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Mississippi  Baptists  giving,  preparing  to  go 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP  and 
local  re^rts)  —  Children  have 
clean  ciothes  and  families  have 
shelter.  Ihe  sick  have  medicine 
and  the  hvmgry  have  fcxxl!  The 
thirs^  have  water  and  the  hope¬ 
less  nave  newfound  hope.  All 
because  of  Southern  Baptet  gifts. 


!cause  of  Southern  Baptist  gifts. 
As  of  January  l/,  Mississippi 
iptists  had  given  $63,140.34  to 

Baptist 
(MfcB) 


Baptists  had  given  $ 
the  Mississippi 
Convention  Board 
Tsunami  Relief  Fimd.  As  of  Jan. 
12,  Southern  Baptists  as  a  whole 
had  given  $2.7  million,  according 
to  the  International  Mission 
Board  (IMB)  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  Richmond, 
Va.  Every  penny  of  the  donations 
will  be  usra  to  ease  die  suffering 
of  those  affected  by  the  Dec.  26 
tsunami  in  Asia. 

The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Disaster  Relief  Umt,  on  standby 
since  the  tsunami  struck,  has 
been  activated  in  coordination 
with  the  wider  Soutiiem  Baptist 
relief  effort  amd  will  soon  be 
deployed  to  an  unnamed  area 
in  the  regibn,  said  Jim  Didlake, 
MBCB  Director  of  Men's 
Ministry  and  coordinator  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  disaster 
relief  efforts.  Their  destination 
will  not  be  released  because  of 
security  concerns. 

In  Sri  Lanka,  relief  gifts  have 
provided  school  uniforms  for 
children  whose  homes  and 
clothes  were  destroyed.  The  gifts 
have  given  safe  drinking  water, 
food,  and  shelter  to  Muslims, 
Hindus,  Buddhists,  and  others. 
"Your  g^fts  have  gone  directly  to 
boys,  girls,  men,  women,  griev¬ 
ing  families  —  people  who  have 
lost  everything,"  reported  David 
Garrison,  regional  leader  for 
board  work  m  South  Asia.  A 
video  of  his  r^ort  from  Sri 
Lanka  is  available  for  viewing  or 
downloadir^  at  http://imb.oig. 

Relief  work  has  opened 
doors.  People  eue  askirg  oues- 
tions  like,  *'How  can  I  find  my 


Southern  Baptist  workers  and 


HOT  MEALS  FOR  HOMELESS 

Baptists  serve  a  breakfast  of ' - 

left  homeless  after  the  tsunami.  (BP  photo) 


life  again?"  and  "Where  is' 
hope?'^  Workers  are  sharing  the 
answers  with  them. 

In  Banda  Aceh,  Indonesia, 
one  of  the  hardest-hit  areas. 
Southern  Baptists  are  using 
relief  funds  to  set  up  a  public 
kitchen.  "One  of  the  big  needs 
in  this  tsunami-ravaged  area 
is  the  lack  of  facilities  to  pre- 


are  food,"  said  a  Southern 
aptist  working  there. 

The  public  kitchen  will  pro¬ 
vide  food,  drinking  water,  gas 
stoves,  gas  tanks,  cooking  uten- 

»Yi« 


Resources  of 


sils,  and  eating  supplies  ~ 
allowing  people  to  cook  food 
and  boil  water  for  themselves. 

As  workers  in  Banda  Aceh 
minister  to  children,  medical 
personnel  are  working  along¬ 
side  them  to  provide  whatever 
medical  care  me  children  need. 

'  Additionally,  relief  funds 
have  provided  personal  hygiene 
kits  and  large  amounts  of  food, 
water  purification  tablets,  and 
medical  supplies  that  may  reach 
as  many  as  500,000  families  in 
Indonesia.  Medical  teams  will 
use  five  small  water  purification 
units  to  keep  their  hands  and 
instruments  clean. 


>apt 

volunteers  wiD  remain  in  the 
affected  areas  for  a  long  time, 
using  relief  gite  to  help  people 
rebuild  their  lives.  In  Sri  Lanxa, 
workers  expect  to  continue  pro¬ 
viding  safe  drinking  water,  food, 
and  shelter.  Eventually  work 

afociis  on  helping  people 
new  homes. 

As  emergency  relief  sup¬ 
plies  begin  to  stack  up  at  ports 
all  around  the  area  of  Asia 
affected  by  the  recent  tsunami 
due  to  heavy  donations  and 
transportation  problems,  the 
most  urgent  need  at  present  is 
monetary  gifts  to  finance 
long-term  efforts  aimed  at 
helping  survivors  rebuild 
their  lives,  say  disaster  relief 
officials  on  the  scene.  ^ 

A  special  relief  fu|nd  has 
been  established  ^t  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  (MBCB),  and  tax 
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deductible  donations  are  now 
being  accepted.  Checks  should 
be  made  payable  to  the 
Mississippi  Etaptist  Convention 
Board  with  'Tsunami  relief" 
noted  on  the  memo  line,  and 
mailed  to  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board, 
ATTN:  Tsunami  Relief,  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 

People  who  are  donating  to 
tsunami  relief  have  been  cau¬ 
tioned  by  charity  experts  to  be 
sure  they  are  donating  to  orga¬ 
nizations  that  will  utilize  me 
money  for  the  intended  pur¬ 
pose;  fully  100%  of  the  funds 
donated  to  the  MBCB  special 
tsunami  relief  fimd  will  be  used 
in  the  Mississippi  Baptist/ 
Southern  Baptist  response  to* 
the  tsunami  disaster. 

Mississippi  Baptists  who 
would  like  to  volunteer  to  assist 
tsunami  relief  survivors  through 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster 
Relief  Unit  sWula  contact  die 
MBCB  Men's  Ministry 
Department  at  the  above 
address.  Telephone:  (601)  292- 
3334.  E-mail:  cwright€tabcb.org. 
Specialized  training  and  immu¬ 
nizations  may  be  required. 
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Late-night  televangelist  Jack  Van  Impe's  claim  that  United  Nations 
troups  and  equipment  are  poised  in  Saucier  for  a  massive  invasion 
and  takeover  of  the  U.S.  is  a  fabrication,  according  to  an  investigation 
by  the  Mobile  Press-Register  newspaper. 


20  »«'.!/ S  .lyo 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  reports  an  increase  in  the  founda¬ 
tion's  total  corpus  for  the  10th  consecutive  year,  with  Christian  education 
drawing  top  support  from  donors  across  Mississippi  and  the  country. 


>0  \  (Mrs  ,ii,’(» 


C.  E.  Wilbanks,  director  of  evangelism  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  for  the  past  three  years,  resigns  that  position  to  accept 
a  position  with  the  evangelism  department  of  the  Home  Mission  Board 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convenhon  in  Atlanta. 
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You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that 
I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  etem^ 

death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to 

forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time  on, 
1  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to^ 
them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to . 
those  who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Homosexual  groups  unite  to  push  agenda 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  lit 
the  wake  of  severe  Election  Day 
setbacks,  a  coalition  of  more  than 
20  homosexual  and  liberal  orga¬ 
nizations  released  a  joint  state¬ 
ment  J<m.  13  outlining  their  goals 
for  the  future  and  re-stating  their 
commitment  to  fight  for  legalized 
same-sex  marriage  nationwide. 

"[W]hen  we  look  at  the  state  of 
lesbian,  gay,  bisexual  and  trans¬ 
gender  avil  rights  today,  we  have 
every  reason  to  be  optimistic,"  the 
statement  reads.  "Our  movement 
is  strong,  it  is  determined,  and  it  is 
gathering  momentum  every  day." 

The  1,200- word  statement 
comes  more  than  two  months 
after  the  same-sex  marriage  move¬ 
ment  saw  11  states  pass  constitu¬ 
tional  marriage  amendments  and 
America  re-elect  a  conservative  president 
that  the  homosexual  movement  opposed. 

Since  then,  the  homosexual  community 
has  imdergone  a  self-examination  while 
debating  tne  legal  tactics  and  political 
strategy  they  should  use  in  the  future. 

The  statement,  embraced  by  22  orga¬ 
nizations,  signals  a  unifying  of  sorts 
within  the  homosexual  movement  that 
hasn't  been  seen  in  weeks.  It  is  signed  by 
such  prominent  groups  as  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union’s  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Rights  Project,  the  Human  Rights 
Campaign,  and  Lambda  Legal. 

In  the  statement  the  groups  pledge  to 
work  toward  eight  goals,  such  as  fight¬ 
ing  to  overturn  the  military's  "don't  ask, 
don't  tell  policy"  and  supporting  the 
"freedom  to  marry." 

Pro-family  leaders  say  the  movement's 
optimism  flies  in  the  face  of  election 
results.  The  amendments  last  November 
passed  by  an  average  of  70.1  percent  of 
the  vote.  Mississippi  voters  recorded  the 
highest  percentage  in  the  country  in 
favor  of  their  constitutional  amendment. 
For  the  entire  year,  13  of  13  amendments 
passed.  A  marriage  amendment  has 
never  failed  when  placed  before  voters. 

"I  thought  [the  statement]  was  a  very 
interesting  spin  on  a  severe  setback  for 
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their  movement,"  Glen  Lavy,  an  attorney 
with  the  pro-family  Alliance  Defense 
Fund,  told  baptist  Press.  "The  13  marriage 
amendments  passed  last  year  were  a  real 
shock  to  the  activists.  They  are  simply  out 
of  touch  with  where  the  majority  of 
Americans  are  in  regards  to  marriage." 

Lavy  has  been  involved  in  the  same-sex 
marriage  legal  battle,  and  in  December  rep¬ 
resented  pro-family  groups  in  a  gay  mar¬ 
riage  case  before  a  Califomia  judge. 

^Homosexual  activists]  want  so  desper¬ 
ately  to  believe  in  their  cause  that  it's  aiffi- 
cvilt  for  them  to  accurately  evaluate  what 
most  people  think,"  he  said. 

In  the  statement  the  coalition  claims  the 
mantel  of  a  "civil  rights"  movement. 

"The  histories  of  America's  civil  rights 
movements  —  and  their  successes  in  secur¬ 
ing  eoual  protection  of  the  law  for  those 
denied  it  —  have  always  been  shaped  by 
the  complex  interweaving  of  legal  victo¬ 
ries,  poutical  progress  and  advances  in 
public  opinion,^'  the  statement  reads. 

Although  some  black  leaders  have 
sided  with  the  homosexual  activist  move¬ 
ment,  others  have  been  critical  of  the  com¬ 
parisons  to  the  civil  rights  movement  of 
the  1950s  and  1960s.  Bernice  King,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  slain  civil  rights  leader  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.,  said  last  year  of  her  father; 


"I  know  deep  down  in  my  sanc¬ 
tified  soul  that  he  did  not  take  a 
bullet  for  same-sex  unions." 
Carrie  Gordon  Earll,  a  senior 

Policy  analyst  for  Focus  on  the 
amily  Action,  also  criticized 
the  comparison  to  the  civil 
rights  movement. 

"They  continue  to  try  and 
hitch  a  ride  on  the  civil  rights 
train,  which  was  a  legitimate 
claim  of  discrimination,"  she  told 
BP. "...  There’s  no  such  thing  as  a 
former  African  American.  But  I 
work  with  former  gays.  I  know 
that  there  is  a  difference  there." 

The  statement  notes  that, 
despite  the  setbacks  on  Election 
Day,  2003  and  2004  were  full  of 
victories  for  the  homosexual 
activist  movement. 

'It  has  been  only  18  months  since  the 
Supreme  Court  struck  down  the  last  remain¬ 
ing  state  laws  that  branded  us  as  criminals, 
little  more  than  a  year  since  Mcissadausetts' 
top  court  ruled  that  same-sex  couples  could 
not  be  denied  full  equality  in  marriage  and 
mere  weeks  since  Califomia  enacted  the 
nation's  most  expansive  domestic  partner¬ 
ship  law,"  the  statement  reads. 

...  The  speed  with  which  our  movement 
is  advancing  on  all  fronts  is  absolutely  his¬ 
toric  -  and  it  hasn't  happened  by  chance  or 
by  accident." 

The  groups  criticize  what  they  label 
"anti-gay  extremists"  -  presumably 
Christian  conservative  organizatiqns. 
These  extremists,  the  statement  says,  are 
"small  but  powerful"  and  manufacture 
"inaccurate  stereotypes." 

Exit  polls  showed  that  white  evangeli¬ 
cals  and  bom-again  Christians  made  up 
23%  of  voters  in  November. 

"Wrapping  themselves  in  cloaks  of  'fami¬ 
ly'  and  Values,'  these  groups  are  spending 
tens  of  millions  of  dollars  to  confuse,  distort 
and  subvert  the  public  debate  that  contin¬ 
ues  to  change  hearts  and  minds  about  our 
right  to  equality  as  it  opens  America's  eyes 
to  the  tme  family  values  that  LGBT  couples, 
parents  and  families  are  living  and  demon¬ 
strating  every  day,"  the  statement  reads. 


BWA  dispute  results  in  charges,  countercharges 


PALM  BEACH  GARDENS, 
Fla.  (ABP)  —  While  Morris 
Chapman,  president  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC),  says  the  fact  retired  SK 
leaders  are  now  raising  money 
for  the  Baptist  World  Alliance 
(BWA)  from  SBC  churches  is 
"astounding  cmd  regrettable," 
one  of  his  predecessors  as  SBC 
chief  executive,  Duke  McCall, 
says  Chapman  and  others 
opimed  the  door  for  ttiose  solic¬ 
itations  by  defunding  BWA. 

"You  should  have  told  tiie  SBC 
Executive  Committee  that  sever¬ 
ing  connections  with  the  BWA 
would  leave  us  free  to  ask 
Southern  Baptist  churches  and 
individuals  to  replace  the  funds 
withheld,"  McCall,  one  of  the 
most  influential  Southern 
Baptists  in  history  told  Chapman 
in  an  open  letter  Dec.  21. 

McCall,  former  president  of 
BWA  and  former  president  of 
two  SBC  seminaries,  convened 
a  meeting  of  retired  SBC  lead¬ 
ers  Dec.  4  in  Atlanta  to  find 
ways  to  replace  the  money  — 
until  recently  $425,000  a  year  — 


the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  used  to  provide 
BWA,  an  international  lunbrella 
group  of  211  Baptist  bodies. 

The  SBC  was  a  founding 
member  of  the  alliance  in  1905 
and  its  largest  member  and 
fund-provider,  but  conserva¬ 
tive  ^uthem  Baptist  leaders 
who  led  the  defunding  effort 
say  BWA  harbors  theological 
liberalism,  a  charge  denied  by 
BWA  and  many  cm  its  member 
groins  worldwide. 

Chapman,  in  a  statement 
released  Dec.  13,  said  the  make¬ 
up  of  the  Atlanta  meeting,  as 
well  as  other  indicators,  demon¬ 
strate  the  mcxlerate  theological 
skmt  of  BWA.  "When  you  con¬ 
nect  the  dots,  it  is  clear  that  the 
BWA  leadership  will  remain 
mcxlerate-leaning  in  its  relation¬ 
ships  and  theology  and  opposed 
to  the  best  interests  of  Southern 
Baptists,"  Chapman  wrote. 

In  his  open  letter  of  response 
Dec.  21,  McCall  said  Chapman 
"invented  charges"  of  liberal¬ 
ism  against  BWA  and  Denton 
Lotz,  Its  general  secretary, 
order  to  convince  Souths 


m 
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Baptists  to  break  off  their  99- 
year  relationship  with  the 
group.  The  SBC's  real  motiva¬ 
tion  for  the  break,  McCall  said, 
was  that  it  opposed  admission 
of  the  rival  Cooperative  Baptist 
FeUowship  (CBF)  into  BWA. 

"The  truth  is  that  Chapman 
and  his  colleagues  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  BWA  General 
Council,"  McCall  wrote.  "But 
they  could  not  run  the  BWA 
as  do  the  SBC." 

McCall,  age  90,  who  retired  as 
president  of  SouAem  Seminary 
m  Louisville,  Ky,  in  1982,  said  he 
worked  with  or  against  "almost 
evety  Southern  Baptist  leader  in 
the  20th  century,"  including  infa¬ 
mous  fundamentalist  J.  Frank 
Norris  and  Baptist  statesman 
Louie  Newton. 

"I  have  never  questioned  the 
integrity  of  any  of  them...,"  he 
wrote,  but  he  added,  "This  new 
gang  plays  rough  and  twists 
the  truth  mto  lies." 

McCall  said  the  SBC  leaders 
misrepresented  the  views  of 
CBF,  American  Baptists,  and 
other  BWA  member  groups. 
Chapman,  he  added,  ’^attadks 


Dr.  Denton  Lotz,  the  general 
secretary  of  the  Baptist  World 
Alliance,  with  innuendoes  and 
imtruths.  Lotz  is  a  biblical  fun¬ 
damentalist,  as  am  I,  who 
believes  the  Bible  should  be 
read  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  The  Bible  is  not  an 
ammuiution  dump  of  verses 
and  phrases  to  defend  one's 
turf  or  attack  opponents." 

"Remember,  mud  slimg  is 
ground  lost,"'  McCall  added. 
"Tlie  SBC  is  a  great  body  of 
Christians  who  ought  to  make 
decisions  on  the  basis  of  truth." 

In  a  statement  Dec.  29, 
Chapman  responded,  "I  regret 
that  McCall  chose  to  speak 
against  the  decision  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  and  the  convention  and 
in  support  of  the  BWA,  but  I 
honor  nis  right  to  do  so.  At  the 
same  time,  nis  personal  attack 
upon  the  integrity  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  members  and  the 
process  is  imwarranted.  McCall 
IS  speaking  from  a  vacuum.  He 
has  not  been  an  active  partici- 

Eant  in  the  BWA  in  recent  years. 

le  is  parroting  what  he  has 
been  told  by  BWA  officials..." 
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Why?  Why?  Why? 

To  put  it  simply,  die  "why" 
questions  of  life  are  the  unan¬ 
swerable  questions  of  life.  We 
can  ask  the  why  questions 
regardless  of  the  circumstances. 
Though  all  of  us  from  time  to 
time  wiil  ask  why,  we  oftentimes 
do  not  expect  an  answer.  If  we 
got  orie,  we  might  not  under¬ 
stand  it  and  honestly,  if  we  got 
the  answer  we  nught  not  want  to 
hear  the  answer.  lam  fairly  con¬ 
fident  that  there  are  times  when 
we  ask  why  when  we  know  the 
answer.  I  nave  known  people 
who  smoked  heavily  for 
decades,  developed  lung  cancer, 
and  died  from  the  disease. 
Invariably,  someone  asked, 
"Why  would  God  give  someone 
a  disease  like  that  or  allow  them 
to  go  through  that  kind  of 
^ony?"  You  want  to  say,  "Well, 
God  is  not  the  one  who  gave 
them  cancer."  The  decisions, 
habits,  and  choices  that  we  make 
often  shape  the  conditions  we 
are  in,  but  so  often  there  is  not  an 
appropriate  moment  to  say  those 
kmds  of  things  because  they 
sound  harsh  or  hurtful  and  you 
don't  intend  for  them  to  be.  The 
why  questions  will  always  be 
with  us.  If  difficulties  come,  we 
wonder  why.  If  God  is  unusual¬ 
ly  gracious  and  bountiful  in  His 
blessings,  we  wonder  why.  A 
family  tragically  loses  a  loved 
one  and  we  wonder  why.  If 
another  family  has  a  member 
who  lives  into  their  hundreds 
with  little  quality  of  life,  we  won¬ 
der  why. 

,,  It  has  been  some  years  ago 
that  the  whys  took  on  a  little  mt 
of  a  different  look  and  feel  for 
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me,  and  it  was  not  because  of 
some  brilliant  insight  that  I  had 
but  because  of  a  conversation  I 
had  with  a  man  who  did  have 
insight.  Claude  Rhea  was  a  pro¬ 
fessor  at  New  Orleans  Seminary' 
who  later  headed  up  the  music 
department  and  then  became  a 
college  president.  Rhea  werit  to 
the  doctor  for  what  he  thought 
was  a  rather  routine  checkup. 
He  never  expected  to  hear  what 
he  was  told.  After  running  some 
tests,  the  doctor  told  him  that  he 
would  need  to  get  his  affairs  in 
order  because  ne  had  discov¬ 
ered  cancer  and  that  his  time 
would  be  short.  Stunned  by  the 
information,  he  left  the  doctor's 
office  and  as  he  drove  home  he 
wondered  how  he  would  teU  his 
wife  and  children.  He  began  to 
ask  why. 

He  had  been  a  Christian  for 
years  and  had  been  faithfully 
serving  the  Lord  for  decades. 
Why  would  this  happen  to 
him?  He  began  to  ask  over  and 
over  in  various  ways,  "Lord, 
why  me?"  He  thought,  "I  am  a 
Christian.  I  have  dedicated  my 
life  to  the  Lord.  I  am  a  seminary 
professor.  I  have  tried  to  love 
others,  help  them,  and  be  a 
good  steward  of  the  talents  and 
resources  I  have  received."  ^ 


he  agonized  over  the  why. 
After  thmking  about  his  illness 
and  getting  over  the  initial 
shock,  he  began  to  ask  a  differ¬ 
ent,  yet  eoually  probing  why 
question.  He  asked  himself  and 
even  the  Lord,  "Well,  why  not 
me?  I  am  no  different  from 
everyone  else  on  the  earth.  I  am 
a  sinner  saved  by  grace.  Why 
not  me?  There  have  been  far 
more  gifted  people  and  far  bet¬ 
ter  people  than  I  am  who  have 
suffered.  Innocent  people  have 
labored  under  the  wei^t  of  tri¬ 
als.  Why  should  I  be  any  differ¬ 
ent,  and  why  should  I  think  I 
am  even  more  special  than  they 
are  that  God  should  protect  me 
from  any  of  the  ills  or  problems 
of  life?  Lord,  why  not  me?" 

Over  a  period  of  time, 
thought,  and  prayer,  he 
reached  a  place  of  calmness 
and  peace  within  himself.  If 
others  had  gone  through  diffi¬ 
culties  and  other  saints  had 
experienced  cancer  and  even 
death,  he  by  God's  grace  could 
face  it  too.  You  can  imagine  the 
days,  weeks,  and  months  that 
were  ahead,  for  although  the 
prognosis  was  rather  oleak, 
there  were  things  that  would 
need  to  be  done.  There  was 
surgery  involved  and  then  fol¬ 


low-up  treatment  for  the  can¬ 
cer.  Lo  and  behold,  with  an 
amy  of  people  praying  and 
gift^  physicians  used  by  the 
hands  of  the  Great  Physician, 
things  began  to  change.  In  time, 
he  was  healed.  At  that  point  he 
b^an  to  ask,  "Lord,  why  me? 
VVny  would  God  heal  me  and 
not  heal  others?  Why  would  He 
choose  to  pour  out  His  grace  on 
me?  God  is  no  respecter  of  per¬ 
sons,  but  why  would  He 
appear  to  be  more  gracious  to 
some  people  than  to  others?" 

It  is  baffling  to  try  to  figure 
out  the  whys.  You  may  be 
asking  why  in  your  life  and 
unable  to  come  to  any 
answers  or  conclusions.  You 
may  ask  why  related  to  your 
children,  your  job,  the  breaks 
that  others  get,  or  the  burdens 
that  you  carry.  Some  of  you 
may  be  facing  health  issues, 
or  wealth  issues,  or  lack  of 
wealth  issues.  Maybe  your 
whys  have  to  do  with  storms, 
flat  tires,  wars,  warts,  or 
weight?  The  whys  are 
attached  to  almost  anything 
and  everything  to  which 
human  beings  are  attached. 
So  what- do  you  do?  You  trust 
God!  When  you  are  baffled  by 
Qit  all,  you  trust  God.  When 
you  understand  what  is  going 
on  and  when  you  don  r 
understand,  you  still  trust 
Him.  Through  it  all  you  lean 
on  His  strong  arms  for  your 
strength  and  you  trust  Him. 
In  time  you  may  even  see 
your  "why"  turn  into  "jwow." 
- 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


Dead  Sea  Scrolls  exhibit  opening  in  Mobile 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  — 
Seven  of  the  oldest  surviving  bib¬ 
lical  scrolls  are  coming  to  Mobile, 
Ala.,  this  month.  After  successful 
runs  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  and 
Houston,  the  traveling  Dead  Sea 
Scrolls  exhibit  opened  m  Mobile's 
Gulf  Coast  Exploreum  Science 
Center  on  Jan.  20. 

With  12  authentic  Dead  Sea 
Scrolls  on  loan  from  the  Israeli 
Antic^uities  Authority,  the 
exhibit  will  not  dis^point  its 
many  visitors.  The  Exploreum 
will  host  the  traveling  exhibit 
through  April  24. 

,  New  Orleans  Seminary  is  a 
sponsoring  institution  for  the 
event  and  will  contribue  several 
of  the  seminary's  artifacts  to  the 
exhibit,  according  to  Stephen 
Ortiz,  assistant  professor  of 
archaeology  and  cfirector  of  the 
Center  Tor  Archaeological 
Research  at  the  seminary. 

"The  highlight  [of  ffie  exhibit] 
Will  be  the  Deuteronomy  scroll 
that  has  the  entire  text  of  the  Ten 
Commandments,"  said  Ellen 
Herron  curator  for  the  exhibit. 
"This  is  such  a  rare  opportunity." 

In  addition  to  the 
Deuteronomy  scroll,  the  exhibit 
includes  six  other  2,000-year- 
old  biblical  scrolls  wiffi  the  old¬ 
est  surviving  text  of  Genesis, 
Leviticus,  Numbers,  Psalms, 
^Isaiah  and  Jeremiah.  The 
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remaining  five  scroll  fragments 
are  sectarian  documents  found 
at  the  Qumran  site  in  Israel. 

Discovered  in  1947  W  a 
Bedouin  shepherd  boy,  the  Dead 
Sea  Scrolls  are  the  most  famous 
and  important  find  in  the  hfitory 
of  biblical  archaeology.  The  dis¬ 
covery,  excavations  and  result¬ 
ing  research  has  confirmed  and 
heipied  ensure  the  reliability  of 
the  Old  Testament  text- found  in 
modem  translations  of  the  Bible 

Herron  was  surprised  to  dis¬ 
cover  just  how  accurately  cur¬ 
rent  Biole  translations  have  pre¬ 
served  the  text  found  in  the 
Dead  Sea  Scrolls.  Over  thou¬ 
sands  of  years,  she  said  the  text 
has  "stayed  so  true." 

Unlike  the  exhibits  in 
Grand  Rapids  and  Houston, 
Herron  said  the  Mobile  stop 
will  focus  heavily  on  the  bib¬ 
lical  texts.  The  other  exhibits 
included  fewer  biblical  scrolls 
and  more  sectarian  docu¬ 
ments  from  Qumran. 

"In  Mobile,  we  decided 
that,  due  to  the  nature  of  the 
community  and  the  region, 
we  thought  it  would  be  par¬ 
ticularly  meaningful  if  there 
were  a  larger  group  of  biblical 
scrolls,"  Herron  said.  "This 
will  be  the  largest  grouping  of 
biblical  scrolls  ever  shown 
together  in  the  United  States." 


The  exhibit  has  exceeded 
all  attendance  expectation  at 
two  previous  showings.  At 
the  Houston  stop,  10,000  peo¬ 
ple  viewed  the  scrolls  in  one 
day.  On  Jan.  2,  the  last  day  of 
the  exhibit  in  Houston,  the 
museum  was  open  until  3 
a.m.  to  allow  more  people  to 
experience  the  scrolls. 

Herron  said  the  exhibit 
offers  insight  into  Qumran 
and  its  residents  through  arti¬ 
facts  and  a  scale  model  of  the 
community.  Scholars  believe 
the  people  livii^  in  Qumran 
were  from  the  Ssene  sect  of 
Judaism  —  a  group  focused 
on  lives  of  purity  and  prayer. 
In  68  A.D.  the  Roman  army 
destroyed  Qumran,  but  failed 
to  discover  the  scrolls  stored 
in  a  nearby  cave.  ^ 

Visitors  will  learn  about  the 
different  types  of  literature 
present  at  Qumran  and  about 
the  three  languages  (Hebrew, 
Greek  and  Aramaic)  repre¬ 
sented  in  the  scrolls.  This  sec¬ 
tion  also  explains  the  research 
and  resulting  publication  of 
the  texts  found  in  the  scrolls. 

Another  section  details  the 
excavatiqn^.efforts  in  a  cave 
near  Quihran.  In  all,  archaebl- 
ogists  uncovered  100,000 
scroll  fragments  during  their 
digs  in  the  desert  cave. 


Tickets  for  the  exhibit  are 
$17  for  adults,  $15  for  senior 
adults  (60  and  older)  and 
youth  ages  13-18.  Admission 
for  children  is  $12.  Additional 
information  *  about  the 
Exploreum  and  the  Dead  ^a 
Scrolls  exhibit  is  available  at 
www.scrollsmobile.com. 


Dtvltoctpher 

By  Charles  Marx,  1932  -  2004 
copyrighted  2005 

PMA  NRS  LEO  MP  NRS 

VMAL  ZT  KSEA  GUMK 

EVV  NRS  RSENRSK:  ET 

NRMG  RETN  LMKS,  ZN 

TREVV  jS  LMKS  GKNM 

NRSS:  NRO  ASHEAL 

TREVV  ASNGAK  GUMK 

NRZKS  MHK  RSEL. 

MJELZER  MKS;  PZPNSSK 

Clue:L  =  D 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible  . 
knowledge.  A  King  James 
Version  Bible  verse  has  been 
encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  tetter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve 
by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle: 

Amos  8:12 
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Sallis  Church,  Sallis,  recent¬ 
ly  licensed  Nick  King  to  the 
ministry.  King  is  director  of  the 
children  and  youth  ministry  at 
Sallis  Church  and  is  a  student 
at  Mississippi  College.  Shown, 
from  left,  are  Thomas  Wicker, 
pastor;  King;  and  Ann  King. 


Matt  Wallace  &  David  Hamilton 


West  Heights  Church, 
Pontotoc,  recently  licensed 
Matt  Wallace  to  the  ministry. 
Wallace  is  serving  as  youfn 
minister  at  Oak  Forest  Church, 
cjackson.  Shown,  from  left,  are 
Wallace  and  David  Hamilton, 
pastor.  West  Heights  Church. 

Steele  Church,  Scott 
Association,  recently  held  a 
baby  dedication.  Shown  are 
Jacob  and  Ethan  Goss,  children 
of  John  and  Cassandra  Goss, 
and  Patrick  Dealing,  son  of 
Dean  and  Brenda  Dealing,  i 

Arlington  Church,  Bogue 
Chitto,  recently  held  a  Girls  in 
Action  recognition  service. 
9iown  are  the  participcmts. 


Steele  Church  Baby  Dedication,  Scott  Association  ^ 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


Levi  Lance  &  David  Worley,  Evansville  Church 


ministry.  Scoggins  plans  to 
attend  New  Orleans  ^minary. 


Join  Other  Baptists  Depertlna  June  25. 2005 

NORTHEAST  INSIDE 
PASSAGE  CRUISE 

Join  other  Baptists  visiting  French  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  beautiful  New 
England  Fly  from  your  closest  major  airport  and  be  met  by  'your  man'  at 
Boston's  Logan  Internatioriel  Start  your  one  week  historical  motor  coach 
tour  visiting  Boston,  Mystic,  CT,  New  York  City,  Philadelphia,  Hyde  Park, 
and  Montreal  with  included  city  tours  Relax  in  your  deluxe  motor  coach 
and  let  'your  man'  show  you  the  sights  with  daily  included  sightseeing  In 
Montreal  board  your  5-slar  ship  Holland  America  Line's  ms  Maasdam  and 
sail  back  to  Boston  for  one  week  In  route  visit  Quebec  Qty,  Saguenay 
Fjord,  CharlottetowT,  Prirce  Edward  Island,  Sydney  &  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia 
and  Bar  Harbor  Maine  Let  the  local  delicacies  tempt  you,  different  cultures 
spark  your  curiosity  and  enjoy  the  cooler  climate 
And  your  ship  is  designed  to  carry  fewer  passengers  than  ofrier  sNps  in  her 
class  The  ms  Maasdam  is  one  of  the  most  spacious  ships  at  sea  with  the 
finest  service  Holland  is  famous  for  What's  not  to  like!  Prices  start  at  only 
$1090  (per  person,  double  occuparcj^  including  all  taxes,  port  charges,  the 
motor  coach  tour  wth  daily  escorted  sightseeing  and  7  nights  in  hotels,  and 
the  7  day  deluxe  cnuise  Add  $400  for  round  trip  airfare  Space  is  limited 
Friends  and  family  are  wefcome 

$100  d9Dosks  an  now  dut! 

For  information,  reservations,  and  brochure  call  7  days  a  week; 

‘YOUR  MAN’  TOURS  1-800-968-7626 

E£S3dsMSLGatQfrB9  vacations  slnc»  19671 _ 


Washington  Church, 

Washington,  exceeded  its  gOjal 
of  $2,700  for  the  Lottie  \foon 
Christmas  offering.  Total 
receipts  were  $2>B93.®. 

Greater  Vision  in  concert,  Jan. 
21,  7  p.m.,  at  Copiah-Lincoln 
Community  College,  Rea 
Auditorium,  Wesson.  Reserved 
seating,  $15;  general  admission, 
$12.  S^nsored  by  Mt.  Zion 
Church,  Brookhaven.  For  ticket 
information,  phone  (601)  833- 
8018  or  (601)  835-1589. 

First  Church,  Columbia, 
will  host  their  annual  women's 
conference  Feb.  4-5.  Special 

guest,  Becky  Freeman  Johnson. 

ost;  $20  in  advance;  $25  at  the 
door.  For  information,  phone 
(601)  736-0829. 


Girls  in  Action,  Ariington  Church,  Bogue  Chitto 


January 
Emmanuel 
Grove,  Jan. 

Mark's  Gospel, 

Believers  Struggle,  "by  D.  L. 
Lowrie,  study  title.  Led  by  Don 
Saveli,  evangelist.  • 


Bible  Study, 
Church,  Walnut 

27-29,  6:30  p.m. 
Hope:  When 


James  E.  Messer  Ministries,  Inc. 
Evangelism  Bible  Conferences 

Check  website  or  call  JEM  otice  for  ofrier  2005  conference  bcafrons  and  dates 


‘.'edne  r-'idi  ,■  J 

r-  B.'.  p- 


-BBS- j  J  50 


Sun  1/23  - 
Mon  1/24 
Tuc«  1/25 
Wed  1/26 


—  Conference  Speakers  — 

John  Sullivan  -  Executive  Director,  FL  Baptist  Convention 

Jnnior  Hill  -  Evangelist,  Hartselle,  AL 

Step  Martin  -  Evangelist,  Shreveport,  LA 

Ted  Traylor-  Pastor,  Olive  Baptist  Church,  Pensacola,  FL 
✓ 

—  Children’s  Worship  Services  — ■  • 

John  Yates  -  Ventriloquist  &  Musician,  Enterprise,  AL 

—  Special  Music  — 

PUlWillu  -  Music  Evangelist,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
John  Yates  •  Sons  of  the  Father  •  Endless  Praise 

Mon  thru  Wod  12:00  Noon  •  Froo  Lunch  •  Spoekor:  Evongsiisi  James  Mossor 
AM  sendees  broadcmtlhre  on  lAOMf  103.2  FM 


Call  Bt'^ther  Jame;  n-'-'/v  t- •  schedule  the  2005  date;  you  want 


James  E  Messer  Ministries  Inc.  •  P.O.Box  1325  •  Theodore,  AL  36590 
251-653-6652  •  800-653-6652 
httpV^amaemesser.com  •  Email:  Jemrebs@aol.com 


Jlst  for  TTir;  Rlcokd 


The  Men's  Ministry 
Department  of  the  MBCB 

will  host  a  men's  conference. 
Serving  Shoulder,  to  Shoulder, 
January  28-29  at  First  Church, 
Madison.  Events  will  include 
a  wild  game  supper  on  Friday 
night  and  break-out  events  on 
Saturday.  Jim  Futral  and 
Danny  Singleton  will  be  the 
featured  speakers  with  music 
provided  by  Pure  Gospel. 
Cost  for  the  conference  is  $10. 
For  more  information  call 
(601)232-3334. 

Evansville ,  Church, 
Coldwater,  r^ently  licensed 
Levi  Lance  to  me  gospel  min¬ 
istry.  Lance  is  a  student  at 
Northwest  Community 
College,  Senatobia,  and  is 
BSU  president.  Shown  are 
Lance,  left,  and  David  Worley, 
pastor  of  Evansville  Church. 


Edon  Church,  Stringer, 
will  host  their  fourth  annual 
women's  conference  Jan.  29, 


with  registration  at  4:30  p.m.; 
a  soup  and  salad  supper,  5 
p.m.;  and  guest  speaker 


Thomas  lacker,  pastor;  Nick  &  Ann  King 


Tommie  Lowery,  Laurel. 
Music  by  Sheltering  Tree  from 
Mississippi  CollegCv  RSVP  to 
(601)  729-2693  by  Jan.  25. 


‘■J; 
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Tate  Church,  Corinth, 
$20,745  to  the  Lottie 
Christmas  Offering  surpassing 
their  goal  of  $20,000.  Greg 
Thomas,  pastor. 


Bala  Chitto  Church, 
Magnolia,  recently  licensed 
Richard  J.  Scoggins,  Jr.,  to  the 


t 
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Mission  Seekers  of  Clark- Venable,  Decatur 


Insuring  Over  8,600 
Southern  Baptist 

Churches  &  Organizations  nationwide.  The  Property 
&  Casualty  Insurance  Program  endorsed  by  the  Annuity 
Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Property,  Liability,  Workers  Comp.,  Auto,  Home 

For  more  information  contact: 
Perrett  Insurance  Agency,  LLC 
I-8OO-379-O992 
Email:  eperrett(5)jam.rr.com 
www.perrettinsurance.guideone.com 


GuideOiie 


The  Women's  Enrichment  Ministry  of  First 
Baptist  Church  Jackson  proudly  presents 

A  Jewel  In  His  Crown 

fcaturing 

friniBs  Evans  Shirtr 

AudMtef  A  Jewel  In  His  Crown  and 
And  We  Am  Changed:  Encosuiters  whli  a 
Transfoeming  God 

Daug^er  of  Dr.  Tonjr  Evans 
and 

A  First  Baptist  Jackson  Praise  Team 
M05 

Friday,  7  pas.  '  9  ftat  8c  Soiirdsy,  8:00  i.m.  •  12  p.m. 
RrtP  Baptist  OHuch 
Jadpon,  Mtaamippi 

Earty  Bird  RigiffnrM  •  *25/prf*im  by  Jmntmn,-  1 200^ 
R«ginr«rk>n  -  '3<Vprm>n 
(Pricct  indudr*  Brunch  oo  Sacurday  &  matcriab) 

To  Register  contact  Mary  Byrd 
at601-714.«926or 
wem^fbcj.ore 

For  more  information  log  on  to 
www.fhcj.org 
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Moselle  Memorial  Church, 
Moselle,  will  host  Brian  Free 
and  Assurance  Jan.  23, 6  p.m.  A 
love  offering  will  be  taken. 

Calvary  Church,  Jackson, 
will  host  Dolores  Hydock  per¬ 
forming  Pennies,  Perfume, 
and  Potato  Salad:  Stories  to 
Celebrate  Women's  Lives,  Jan. 
25,  5:30  -  8:30  p.m.  Dinner  is 
followed  by  the  story  concert 
and  dessert.  No  admission 
charged,  but  a  love  offering  to 
benefilt  the  Christian 
Women's  Job  Corps  will  be 
accepted.  For  information, 
phone  (601)  331-7074. 

Campers  on  Mission  report 
they  led  five  revivals  in  2004. 
At  ^ach  of  these  revivals  there 
were  from  five  to  ten  rigs  with 
up  to  21  campers  present.  From 
these  revivals  several  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith  were  made,  and 
many  rededications  and  other 
decisions. 

Students  of  Bethesda  Church, 
Terry,  collected,  decorated,  and 
sent  over  100  packages  to 
Operation  Christmas  Child. 

The  preschool  choir  of  Qaike- 
Venable  Church,  Decatim  par¬ 
ticipated  in  Christmas  musicals 
at  me  church  during  December. 
Shown  are  tire  preSdiool  choir 
memb^.  f’’ 


Mission  Seekers  of 
Clarke-Venable  Church, 
Decatur,  enjoyed  a  progres¬ 
sive  missions  party.  Meinbers 
attending  brought  items  to  be 
shared  with  "adopted"  indi¬ 
viduals  for  Christmas.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 

Mt.^  Gilead  Church, 
Meridian,  surpassed  its  Lottie 
Moon  Quistmas  Offering  goal. 
A  Lottie  Moon  doll  in  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  reminded  church  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  offering,  and  tea 
cakes  were  distributed  to  mem¬ 
bers  as  a  reminder^  of  how 
Lottie  Moon  was  responsible 
for  sharing  the  gospel. 

Doug  Greengard,  New 
Orleans  Saints  cnaplain,  will 
^eak  at  Castlewoods 
Church,  Brandon,  Feb.  2,  6:30 
p.m.  For  information,  phone 
(601)  992-1478. 

First  Church  Sharon, 
Laurel,  will  host  Downhere  in 
concert  Feb.  12,  7  p.m.  Tickets 
are  $12  in  advance,  $10  for 
groups  of  10  or  more,  and  $14 
at  the  door.  Proceeds  will  ben¬ 
efit  and  endow  the  Kevin  M. 
Todd  Memorial  Scholarship  at 
Southern  Seminary.  For  infor¬ 
mation,  phone  (601)  785-4380. 

Olive  Church,  Lumberton, 
sent  four  men  along  with  six 


others  form  the  Pearl  River 
Association  to  Moreilia, 
Mexico  this  past  summer  to 
assist  in  a  total  saturation 
project.  Another  Olive  mem¬ 
ber,  Kristen  Carter,  served  in 
Hesperia,  Cal.,  as  a  Summer 
Sojourner.  Shown  are  Wordie 
Carrol,  swapping  shoes  with 
an  unidentified  Mexican  man. 
Also  pictured,  from  left,  are 
Larry  Haik,  Brad  Smith,  and 
Rick  Kohnke. 

Harrisville  Church, 

Harrisville,  wiU  host  Dogwood 
Cross  Jan.  23  at  10  a.m.,  for 
Men's  Brotherhood  Day.  The 
public  is  invited. 

Old  Fashioned  Day  at 
Pearlhaven  Church, 

Brookhaven,  will  be  Jan.  23  at 


10:-30  a.m.  Jimmy  Houston 
and  Johrmy  Sykes,  speaking. 
For  information,  c^one  (601) 
833-7665  or  (601)  833-9583. 

Calvary  Church,  Braxton, 
celebrated  WMU  Hats  Off  to 
Lottie  Moon.  Guest  speaker 
was  Evelyn  Williams, 


Hickory.  Shown  are  some  of 
the  partipants. 

Maybank  Church, 

Hattiesburg,  will  host  the 
Stamps  Quartet  in  concert 
Feb.  5,  7  p.m.  A  love  offering 
will  be  taken. 


Calvary  Church  WMU,  Braxton 


Lottie  Moon  Doll,  Mt.  Gilead 
Church,  Meridian 


Mexico  Mission  Trip,  Olive  Church,  Lumberton 


LITTLE  GIANT  MFC. 

BAPTISTRIES  ^ 

WATER  HE  A?:  R-. 

^:lii 


STEEPl ES 
CROSS!  . 


I  III 

ITOLL  FREE  1-800-231-6035 


The  Baptist  Record 


Jane  &  Tom  Sumrall,  Lowrey  Memorial  Church 


Names  in  the  News 


www.mbcb.org 


% 


Bobby  Ford,  Jeff  Harrison,  pastor;  John  Foster 

\ 


BAPTISTS 


Lowrey  Memorial  Church,  Roberson,  and  Billy  Joshlin,  Hardy  Church,  Grenada, 

Blue  Mountain,  honored  pas-  deacons.  >  gave  a  ministerial  scholarship 

tor  Tom  Sumrall  on  his  ^th  to  Blue  Mountain  College  to 

anmversary  of  beii^  ordained  Oak  Grove  Church,  Jeffrey  Harrison,  Belmont, 
to  the  ministry,  ^own  are  Tolarville,  ordained  Jack 

Sumrall  and  his  wife,  Jane.  Spencer,  Paul  Winstead,  Leslie  Johns  Church,  Brandon, 

Burden,  Robert  Dickard,  and  licensed  Bobby  Ford,  minister 
Tate  Church,  Corinth,  Allen  Winstead  as  deacons,  of  students,  and  John  Foster, 
ordained  Garion  Dillingham  Shown,  from  left,  are  Spencer,  minister  of  music,  to  the  min- 
and  Kevin  Mitchell  as  deacons.  P.  Winstead,  Burden,  Cftckard,  istry.  Shown,  from  left,  are 
Shown,  from  left,  are  Mitchell;  A.  Winstead;  Jim  Yates,  retired  Ford;  Jeff  Harrison,  pastor;  and 
-  Gregg  Thomas,  1  pastor;  and  pastor  of  First,  Yazoo  City;  and  Foster. 

Dillingham.  Gage  Hynum,  pastor. 


Macedonia  Church,  Blue 
Mountain,  ordained  Kenny 
Roberson  as  deacon.  Shown, 
from  left,  are  Edd  McCafferty, 

fiastor;  Lawrence  Lowrey, 
ames  Henry,  Bruce  Thornton, 


Oak  Grove  Church  Deacon  Ordination,  Holmes  Association 


Macedonia  Church  Deacon  Ordination,  Blue  Mountain 


Tate  Church  Deacon  Ordination,  Corinth 


Revivalist  \  Evangelist 
Gene  Douglas 


^^I^^HAvailable  for  Revivals.  Crusades,  Bible 
^I^^HiConfererKes,  Winter  Bible ,  Studies, 
Deacon  Retreats,  Youth  Events  and  Orte  Day  Special 
Events. 

Gene  Douglas  By  Faith  Ministries 
Post  Office  Box  7385 
McComb,  Ms.  39649 
,  F(xbooldnginforTnabon:601^ 


Hugh  L.  Poole,  77,  Meridian, 
died  Dec.  29  at  Heartfelt 
Hospice  in  Meridian.  Poole 
was  a  retired  pastor,  and 
chaplain  at  RusTi  Foundation 
Hospital  and  a  U.  S.  Coast 
Guard  World  War  II  veteran. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife. 
Ruby  Kennedy  Poole  df 
Meridian;  two  sons,  Larry 
H.  Poole  of  Brandon  and 
Brad  E.  Poole  of  Shuqualak; 
three  brothers;  and  five 
grandchildren. 


Leo  Timms,  73,  pastor  of 
Gunnison  Church,  Gunnison, 
died  on  Dec.  28.  Timms  was 
a  graduate  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary  and  Mississippi 
College.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  Sherry,  and  four 
daughters. 


9^ 


Mid-South 


COMFIREHCE 


Hosted  and  Sponsored  by 
Kirby  Woods  Baptist  Church,  Memphis,  TN 

Contact  us  at  www.kwbc.org  or  call  901.682.2220 


FEBRUKRY  25-26, 2005 

RECISTER  HONI 

Cost  is  $30  per  person. 
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Rf A  i\  \l  s  &  Homfcomings 


tide  role  of  The  Impresario,  Mr. 

Cash.  Performances  are  Jan.  20, 7 
p.m.,  and  Jan.  22, 2  p.m.,  in  die  O. 

L  Quave  Theatre  on  die  WCC 
campvis.  Tickets,  $8,  general  or  by 
ito;  adnussion  and  $5,  senior  citizens  318-61' 
,  A.  and  students.  Phone  (601)  318- 
The  faculty-performed  6175  for  information.  ' 
one-act  The  Impresano  features 

New  York  City  Opera/  An  exhibit  of  African- 
Metropolitan  Opera  tenor  Don  American  Artists  in  die  Sarah 
Frazure,  who  is  currendy  Vocal  Gillespie  Collection  will  be  on 
Artist-in-Residence  at  the  display  a  the  Lucile  Parker 
Wmters  School  of  Music,  in  the  Gallery,  WCC  Hattiesburg  cam- 
I - - - — ^ - - - - - Mon. 


pus.  T^  exhibit  opened  Jan.  13  participate.  For  more  informa- 
and  will  hang  dirough  Nto.  11,  tion,  call  the  alumni  office  at 
^d  can  be  viewed  during  the  (601)  318-6167  or  (800)  962-5991 
;allery  hours,  1-4  p.m.  or  visit  www.wmcarey.edu. 
pointment.  Phone  (601) 

for  infomration.  Mississippi  College's  Career 

Fair  is  set  for  Feb.  8  and  is  open  to 
all  students  and  alumni  of  MC. 
Employers  interested  in  attend¬ 
ing  may  contact  Suzi  Nyberg  at 
(601)  9^3901  or  may  register 
online  at  www.mc.edu/career. 


the  l^^ters  School  of  Music  at 
William  Carey  College  (WCO 
will  present  the  comic 
Gallantry,  by  Douglas 
The  Boor,  by  Dominic  A 
and  The  Impresario,  by 
Mozart.  '  ' 


Samuel  Marshall  Gore  Art 
Gallery,  Mississippi  College 
(MC),  will  feature  Texas  artist 
Susan  Sitzes  in  a  one-woman 
show.  The  show  runs  through  Feb. 
24,  and  diere  is  no  charge.  The 
Gore  GaUery  is  open  to  the  public 
:30  a.m.  to2p.m. 


Twenty-five  MC  students 
are  participating  in  the  spring 
semester  in  London.  The  group 
will  leave  this  month  and  will 
tour  Europe  in  April  at  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  semester.  Shown 
are  the  2005  participants. 


The  MC  Singers  will  hold  a 
fecial  benefit  concert  Jan.  22, 
/:30  p.m.,  in  Swor  Auditorium. 
The  Singers  were  one  of  fewer 
than  20  choirs  from  across  the 
country  selected  to  perform  at 
the  national  convention  of  the 
American  Choral  Directors 
Association  in  Los  Angeles  in 
February.  Door  prizes,  such  as  a 
cruise  and  a  week  in  Seaside, 
Fla.,  will  be  given.  Tickets  are 
$40  and  are  available  at  the 
door.  Phone  (601)  925-3440  for 
mformation. 


iississippi  College  Singers 


Fnends  of  the  co§ege,  prospec- 
tive  students,  and  alumni  and 
their  families  are  encouraged  to 

WCC  Extreme  Makeover 


Glen  Draper,  Gary  Dover,  Jim 

SLott,  and  Graham 
Smith,  music.  Jerry 
Nance,  pastor. 

Rawls  Springs 
Church,  Hattiesburg: 
Revival,  Jan.  23-26; 
Sunday,  6  p.m.;  Mon.  - 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Carroll 
Roberson,  evangelist. 

rson  ,  ‘ 

L  e  y  Moyne 

Boulevard  Cniuxh,  Biloxi: 
Revival,  Feb.  20-23;  Sunday,  8:30, 
11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Carroll  Roberson,  Ripley, 
evangelist;  Bill  Renick,  pastor. 

Bethesda  Church,  Fayette: 
Revival,  Jan.  30  -  Feb.  2; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.;  and  dinner  on 
the  grounds;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Phillip  Iferrfw,  Brookhavea 
evangelist;  Carl  Mason,  pastor. 


human  being  and  the  proimse 
of  ev^  ciM  enact¬ 
ment  'Of  tho  Birth 

Abortion  Ban  ifnborn 
Victims  of  and 

Bom-alive  InMns^flenlMBon 
Act  a^  exaijys  p^ife 
gains  in  iiir  mst-aii^-B^ 
said  his  will 

continue  to  promote  absti¬ 
nence,.  adoption  and  crisis 
prMnancy  programs. 


Mississippi  College  London  Students 


Thought  About  Making  A 
'  Recording? 


Solo,  Quartet,  En: 


hoir,  or  Instrumental 


The  annual  March  for  Life/ 
which  is  attended  i^  tens  of 
thousands  of  pro-iirers,  will 
be  held  Ma'rch  24  in 
Washington,  D.C. 


FLOWOOD  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Flowood,  Miss.,  is  currently  seeking  a 
part-time  nursery  worker  to  work  during 
regular  church  services  and  occasional 
special  rehearsal  services.  Please  send 
your  resume  and  references  to  personnel 
committee,  1649  Old  Fannin  Road, 
Flowood,  MS  39232. 

PARKWAY  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Hernando,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  spiritually 
mature,  aggressive,  motivated,  outgoing 
team  member  to  lead  the  Lord's  church  in 
its  Educational  Ministry,  ftrkway  is  a 
growing  church  with  unlimited  potential. 
Hease  pray  about  this,  arxf  if  the  Lord  is 
leading  you,  contact  prersonnel  com¬ 
mittee  at:  50  N.  Parkway,  Hemarxfo,  MS 
38632.  Fax  is  (662)  429-6076,  or  email 


Producer/Engineer 

jidance 


Join 
Ronnie  Cot 


Benjy  Rigney  •  llA 
*  Sufficient  Graced 
•  Debbie  iC 
•  The  Agricola 


The  Daniels  Quartet 
^ron  •  Keith  Graves 
tQWalley 
lii^  many  more! 


Classified  Ads 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH  &  surgical  plan.  Doctors  office  visits, 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed,  prescription  drugs,  life,  dental. 
Call  (800)  54 1-81 96.  Provided  by  Mega  medicare  supplement,  low  rates.  Have 
Insurance,  www.christurner-ins.com.  current  Health  problems?  We  can  Help! 
STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.  serving  E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance. 

Mississippi  and  Alabama  since  1992.  CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE  AT  T.9 

Call  1-8C)0-605-2970. _ cents/minute  (24/7).  No  monthly  service 

SEVEN'S  SIDING,  |ACKSON,  MISS,  charge,  toll  free  866-587-8346  or 
Christian  owned  home  .improvements,  www.covenantphoneservice.com. 
vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  roofs,  patio  HOPPET  CLAS^STUDfC),  CUSTOM 
covers,  screen/glass  rooms.  (E>01)  992 


RAYMOND  ROAD  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

is  seeking  qualified  individuals  to  work 
extended  care  hours  for  children  ages 
birth  through  five  years  each  Sunday 
and  Wednesday  evening.  Applicants 
must  be  at  least  1 8  years  of  age  and 
will  be  required  to  submit  to  an  inter¬ 
view  process  and  background  check. 
All  interested  ptarties  should  contact  the 
church  office  at  601  -372-61 54. 


Call  Ronnie 

1-888-391-7760 
or  visit- our  website 
www.ronniecottingham.com 


church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
2092  or  (800)  453-2994.  Don  &  Rita  Columbus/Jackson,  (877)  477-1899. 

Sebren,  owners.  _ CHURCH  PEW  “  UPHOLSTERY,  Fee 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  TOO  EXPENSIVE?  estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Call  toll-free  today  (877)  232-0686.  Miss.,  phone  (601)- 776-661 7. 

We  can  Help!  Major  Medical  Hospital 


January  20, 2005 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Reach  Beyond  Ethnic  Barriers 

Luke  10:25-37 

# 

By  Frances  C.  Graham _ 


"Love  your  neighbor  as 
yourself."  (v.  27)  Is  it  difficult?  It 
can  be  sometimes.  Is  it  impossi¬ 
ble?  No,  Jesus  commands  it  so  it 
is  possible.  What  must  we  do  to 
be  able  to  love  our  neighbor  as 
our  self?  In  Luke  ID,  Jesus 
responds  to  this  topic. 

As  Jesus  was  teaching,  a 
lawyer  stood  to  ask  Him  a  ques¬ 
tion.  (For  background,  a  lawyer 
in  the  Jewish  community  was 
an  expert  in  the  religious  teach¬ 
ings  of  the  Mosiac  law  rattier 
than  an  advocate  in  the  courts. 
Such  a  profession  studied  God's 
law  continually,  interpreting  it 
so  the  people  would  know  how 
to  obey  it.  A  lawyer  normally 
helpea  administer  Justice  in  the 
Jewish  system  ana  was  a  well 
respectea  member  of  the  com¬ 
munity.) 


"Teacher,  what  shall  I 
do  to  inherit  eternal 
life?"  (v.  25)  The  ques¬ 
tion  is  ask^  to  embar¬ 
rass  Jesus  rather  than  to 
truly  leam  the  answer 
though  eternal  life  is  a  tcmic  that 
receives  much  debate.  (18:18) 

Jesus  responds  with  a 
counter  question  asking  how 
the  law  addresses  this  issue.  By 
doing  so,  Jesus  shows  by  impli¬ 
cation  that  He  is  not  teaching  a 
new  doctrine,  but  adhering  to 
the  basic  principles  of  God's 
law. 

The  lawyer  responds  by 
restating  a  composite  of  Deut. 
6:5  and  Lev.  19:18.  "You  sh^ 
love  the  Lord  your  God  with  all 
your  heart,  with  all  your  soul, 
with  all  your  strength,  and  with 
all  your  mind,  and  your  neit¬ 
her  as  yourself."  (v.  2^  Thefet 
was  a  part  of  the  Jewish  Shenja, 


Graham 


or  creed,  which  was 
recited  in  the  syna¬ 
gogue  worship.  The 
heart  is  the  inner  life, 
not  necessarily  only 
emotion.  The  soul  is  the 
personality,  the  con¬ 
scious  being.  The 
strength  is  physical 
strength.  The  mind  is 
the  capacity  to  think. 

By  loving  the  Lord 
with  all  one's  heart, 
strength  and  mind,  one 


soul, 

truly  loves  tJod  more  ttran  him¬ 
self.  In  so  doing,  one  acknowl¬ 
edges  that  God  IS  infinitely  per¬ 
fect,  excellent  and  amiable  in 
and  of  Hinxself.  He  must  have 
our  entire  love  and  be  served  by 
cill  that  is  within  us. 

Jesus  responds  to  the  lawyer 
noting  that  he  had  answered 
corre^y  and  if  he  did  this  then 
life  eternal  would  be  his.  ITie 
lawyer  is  not  content  but  rather 
he  wanted  to  justify  his  own 
actions  and  asl^,  "who  is  my 
neighbor?"  (v.29) 

jiffius  then  shares  the  parable 
of  the  man  who  was  oeaten, 
robbed  and  stripped  of  his 


clothing  and  left  to  die  on  the 
road  from  Jerusalem  to  Jericho. 
He  tells  of  how  the  priest  came’ 
down  the  road  and  when  he 
saw  the  brother  (probably  a  Jew 
since  Jesus  did  not  state  /jther- 
wise)  he  crossed  to  the  opposite 
side.  Then  the  Levite  came 
down  the  road  and  when  he 
saw  the  brother,  he  paused  and 
looked  cind  then  passed  on  the 
other  side  of  the  road. 

Then  along  came  the 
Samaritan  who  when  he  saw 
the  stranger  had  compassion  in 
hisheart  for  the  man.  Now  you 
must  realize  that  the  Samaritarrs 
were  scorned  by  Jews  because 
they  descended  from  Gentile 
ancestry  and  they  did  not  follow 
the  orthodox  Judaism  practices 
as  in  Jerusalem  but  instead  wor¬ 
ship^  in  Mount  Gerizim  main¬ 
taining  their  own  priesthood. 

Now  when  the  Samaritan 
went  to  the  injured  man,  he 
made  the  bandages  and  used 
wine  to  disinfect  the  wounds, 
and  oil  as  a  soothing  lotion.  He 
then  placed  the  man  on  his  own 
donkey  and  took  him  to  an  inn 
where  he  cared  for  him.  The 


next  day  the  Samaritan  had  to 
leave  but  he  gave  the  innkeeper 
two  denarii  (which  is  about  two 
days  wages)  to  cover  the  costs  of 
caring  for  the  man.  He  further 
told  the  innkeeper  to  keep  up 
with  his  expenses  and  that  he 
would  cover  them.  * 

Jesus  then  asks  which  of  the 
three  showed  mercy  on  the 
man.  Jesus' teachiirg  on  love  is 
not  limited  by  its  object  but 
rather  by  the  willingness  to  see 
others  m  their  needful  state. 
Love  is  demonstrated  in  action 
and  in  this  case  mercy.  It  may  be 
costly  but  the  price  is  never  too 
high  to  respond. 

The  question  is:  "What  must 
we  do  to  be  able  to  love  our 
neighbor  as  our  self?"  The 
answer  is  until  we  are  willing  to 
put  God  first  in  our  lives,  we  are 
not  able  love  our  neighbor 
unconditionally.  When  we  give 
our  heart,  soul,  strength,  and 
mind  to  the  Lord,  then  and  only 
then  can  we  love  our  neighbor 
without  any  reservations. 

Graham  is  a  member  of  Adatm 
Church,  Starkville. 


Explore  the  Bible 

What  About  Heavenly  Rewards? 

Luke  19:12-27 


that  became  the  chief  pound  gained  ten  more  and  the  We  also  waste  opportunities  of 
cornerstone.  second  showed  that  the  original  service  for  ttie  Lord.  As  ttie  old 

Who  does  this  noble-  gained  five  more.  He  gave  mem  saying  goes.  If  you  please  God  is 
man  represent?  None  authority  over  cities  ^ual  to  ttie  does  not  matter  whom  you  dis- 
other  than  the  Lord  number  of  pounds  gairied.  When  please  and  if  you  displease  God  it 
fosus.  Wl^  the  Lord  Je^  returns  He  will  give  His  does  not  matter  whom  you 
finished  His  work.  He  faithful  servants  an  opportunity  please, 
would  ascend  to  the  for  even  greater  service  in  the 

Father.  Afto  a  Icme  but  new  heaven  and  ttie  new  earth.  UNFAITHFULNESS  IS  CXDST- 
indefinite  time,  the  Lord  The  Lord  mentioned  in  ttie  p<iia-  ~  LY,  LUKE  19^14-27 
would  return.  The  ble  tiiat  ttie  servants  had  been 

nobleman  in  tte  parable  faithful  in  somettiing  little.  Even  The  nobleman  took  the  pound 
called  ten  of  his  servants  ttiose  witii  limited  opportunities  away  anc^ave  it  to  the  one  who 
and  gave  them  ten  minas.  A  mina  and  gifts  are  responsible  to  the  had  ten.  The  one  who  serves  the 
was  a  Greek  coin  worth  100  serve  ttie  Lord  wisely  and  ttiene-  Lord  becomes  richer  and  richer, 
drachmas.  A  drachma  was  a  fore  receive  great  reward  on  their  Ihe  one  who  rejects  the  Lord  and 
^'s  wage.  The  mina  was  about  investment.  has  become  poor  as  a  result,  will 

100  day  s  wages.  The  nobleman  _  find  that  in  the  judgment  even 

told  ttiem  to  do  business.  He  UNFAITHFULNESS  IS  DIS-  that  he  thought  he  had  will  be 
.expected  faithfulness.  For  the  PLEASING,  LUKE  19:20-23  taken  away.  An  unfaithful  person 

believer  tte  mina  represents  the  loses.  The  unbeliever  loses 

respcmsibilities  of  the  followers  of  The  wicked  servant  kept  the  because  he  or  she  is  separated 
die  Lord  Jesus  to  do  business  poundhidden.  He  was  not  really  fiom  tt\e  Lord  for  eternity.  The 
with  that  which  we  have  been  a  believer.  He  only  had  the  name  believer  who  chooses  to  be 

Sven.  We  are  to  live  life  to  the  of  one.  He  accused  the  nobleman  unfaitiiful  loses  as  well.  He  or  she 
lory  of  God.  of  being  an  austere  (stem)  or  loses  the  privilege  of  service.  He 

_ grossly  unfoir.  The  nraster  told  or  she  loses  out  on bles^gs  and 

FAITHFULNESS  IS  REWARD-  Rim  that  his  own  words  judged  rewards.  If  a  person  wants  to  fol- 

ED,  LUKE  19:1S-19  him.  If  it  were  so  that  ttie  nc»le-  low  the  Lord,  he  or  she  must  rec- 

man  was  sudr  a  man  as  described  ognize  Him  as  Lord  and  K^. 
The  two  servants  menticMied  by  the  servant,  he  could  at  least  Nothing  less  will  do. 


Turning  the  responsibility  erf  a  the  immediate  future. 
task  over  to  someone  else  means  The  main  point  of  the 
trusting  them.  When  you  so  this  words  of  the  Lord  in  the  ' 
you  have  an  e)q?ectati(Mi  that  ttie  parable  are  to  be  faittrful 
lob  will  be  done.  The  Lord  Jesus  m  ttie  pOTformance  of  God-giver 
has  entrusted  us  with  a  task  and  a  abilities. 

.-^great  responsibility.  He  has 

entrusted  us  with  the  message  of  FAITHFULNESS  IS  EXPECT- 
the  Gospiel.  The  Lord  Jesus  just  ED,  LUKE  19:12-14 
finished  a  great  encounter,  witti 

Zacchaeus.  After  ttiis  event  He  The  r^leman  was  going  tc 
spoke  a  parable.  The  purpose  of  another  country  to  receive  a  l^g- 
me  parable  had  to  do  wim  what  dcMn  ^d  ttien  he  was  going  tc 
people  thought  about  the  returdrSince  he  was  going  to  be 
Kingdom  of  C^.  Many  pec^le  gcMie  for  a  while,  he  gave  some 
thought  the  Kingdom  was  about  instracticMis  to  his  servants.  He 
to  appear  in  its  fullness.  They  gave  ten  of  his  servcints  ten  minas 
looked  at  the  Kingdom  as  some-  to  do-  business  for  him  while  he 
thing  that  involved  outward,  was  gMie.  The  peemle  he  was 
earthly  ^lendor.  On  more  than  going  to  reign  over  did  not  wani 
CMie  occasicsi,  the  people  tried  to  him  and  sent  word  to  him  letting 
make  the  Lord  Jesus  into  an  him  know  their  sentiment.  These 
earthly  king.  The  Lord  Jesus  how-  people  represented  the  Jews  whe 
wer  proclaimed  a  Kingdom  that  were  rejecting  the  Messiah.  He  is 
is  not  limited  to  one  nation  and  its  the  stone  the  builders  rejected 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Myron  JohiiaoQ 
Mrt.  JiMy  SwMMier 

Mr.  A  Mrt.  Raiford  G.  Crews 

smmt 

barney  A  Paula  AlbriooD 
Mrs.  Mavis  R.  Send 

Mrs.  Flirahrth  R.  RatlifT 
Betty  Sheffield 

Mr.  W.  B.  Sheffiekl  Jr. 

Rev.  A  Mrs.  John  Shell 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  H.  P.  Shell 
SteUa  Shields 

*  Mrs.  Jean  E.  WoodrufT 
"Bud”  Shumate 

BLackwaler  BC-DalevUk.  WOM 
L.  R.  "Bud"  Shumate 

Mary  Katherine  McWilliams  A 

Family 
Ralph  Sin 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roonie  Sims 
Mr.  Charles  P.  Smith 

Rev.  A  Mrs.  William  B.  Webb 
Mrs.  Robert  (Annie)  Smith 
Mrs.  Inez  L.  Wilson 
Tommy  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  J.  Smith 
Willie  T.  Smith 

BUI  A  Cathy  McNeace 
William  Kennedy  Sproles.  Sr. 

Ms.  Estelle  M.  Wigley 
Roy  StanfMd 

John  A  Frances  Senes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Melvin  C.  Starrett 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  S.  Allred 
Kenneth  W.  Statham,  Sr ' 

Mrs.  Allyne  Statham 
Susan  Statham 

Mrs.  Allyne  Statham 
William  Drake  Stephenson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Henry  F.  Downs 
Mrs.  Dories  Stubbs 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lee  Drake 
Edward  Switzer 

Mrs.  Vauncille  E.  Switzer 
Louise  Talbert 

Pu  A  Marsha  Talbert 
Mrs.  Beatrice  Ihtc 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  W.  Southerland 
Jim  Tatum,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Jimmie  T.  Callicoat 
Rosalie  Thiemen 

Mrs.  Florence  Benicm  A  Family 
Mr.  Jack  ThoouLs 

Mrs.  Bonnie  Anderson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Raiftxd  G.  Crews 
Ashley  Toler 

Mrs.  Gail  Kirkland 
Harry  Townsend 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jim  Pilgrim 
HaroM  Ihcker 

The  Bill  McGehee  Family 
John  E;Tiimer 

Mrs.  Beulah  L.  Galey 
Andrea  lyaes 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Jackie  Wobley  and 

Jordan 

Gabriel  Vaughn 

Mrs.  Pauline  C.  Vaughn 
Melba  Vice 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  A.  Milam 
Jeffery  Wade 

Hope  Baptist  Church 
Larry  Walters 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  Grissom 
Shurden.  Cyndi  A  Meredith 
Owen  / 

Scott  Ward  I 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glyn  B  Porter 
Robert  L.  Watkins, 

Mrs.  Vernon  L.  Watkins 
Mn.  Oleae  Weaver 

Ms.  Mary  Lynn  Davis 
Cokmel  Webb 

Teri.  Dan.  Anna  A  Robert 

Jordan 

Oteeta  Weeks 

Ms.  Elsie  S.  Sanderson 
Spc.  Mkhad  Wcfter 
Mr.  Jim  Boozer 
Charles  Wetssingcr,  Sr. 

Kelly  Perry  A  Family 
Nigel  Wentworth  . 

Ms.  Julia  Mullins 
Kathleen  P.  Wiley 

Mr.  Joseph  N.  "Jerry"  Wiley 
Mr.  John  WUke.  Sr. 

Duogan  Engineering  P  A 
Frank  Williams 

Graeher  Brothers  Inc. 
IraWimaiiM 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 


RkaAndcraott 

Mrs.  Jo  Jones 
Mr.  Perry  Atherton 

Air  Control  Engineering.  Inc. 
Perry  A  Patsy  Atherton 
Dr.  W.  H.  Peters 
Charieene  Barnette 
Mrs.  Jo  Jones 
Naomi  Barnette 

Mrs.  Jo  Jones 
Bro.  James  Berkley 

Steadfast  Class.  FBC-Charleston 
Nancy  BeU 

Margaret  Adams  SSC.  FBC- 
Macon  ^ 

Birthday  of  Walter  C.  Fulton 
Wilma  Fulton 
Arva  Blocker 

Dr.  H.  D.  Posey 
Mrs.  Mildred  Boyd 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  L.  Holloway 
Mrs.  .Mildred  Branson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  J.  Grisham.  Sr. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  E.  Bridges 

Paul  A  Jo  Helen  Watson 
Dot  Bright 
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Bonnie  Brooks 

Mrs.  Jo  Jones 

Anne  A  Jimmy  Brumfield 

Dan  A  Susan  Watson  A  Boys 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  Bruton 
Paul  A  Jo  Helen  Watson 
Mrs.  Oralee  Buie 

Mr.  Kirk  G.  Taylor 
Lillie  Mae  Bullard 

Ms.  Margaret  Ann  Finnic 
Mrs.  EmUy  Burris 

Mrs.  Lonnie  L.  Smith 
Robert  Bush 

Mrs.  Susan  Bush 
Kelly  A  James  Byron 

Tommy  A  Memohe  Naron 
Barbara  Calhoun 
Mrs.  Jo  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Callaway 

Paul  A  Jo  Helen  Watson 
Rev.  Phillip  Caples 

Mr.  A  ^As.  Stephen  A.  McManus 
.Mrs.  Nancy  Cariisle 
James  Marion 
Kay  Carpenter 

Mickey  A  Bonnie  Daughdhll 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Bob  Carter 

Paul  A  Jo  Helen  Watson 
/  Dr.  Bill  Causey 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  T.  Cook 
Mrs.  Barbara  Chambley 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Saxon  W.  Kirk 
Peggy  Corley 

Mrs.  Jo  Jones  ' 

Gayle  A  Marty  Comwclt 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Don  Honca 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  J.  Dale,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  D.  Parman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  w!  C.  Dandridge 
Paul  A  Jo  Helen  Watson 
Ben  A  (korgia  Davb 

Ms.  Susan  M.  Watsons  A 

Family 

Mrs.  Cindy  Davis 

Res'.  Jeff  A.  Floyd 
Waher  A  Jndy  Deloach 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Marcas  R.  Sims 
Susan,  Mark  A  John  Atwell  Dill 
Ms.  Avis  Louise  Mullins 
Ms.  Claire  Dobbs 

Mr.  Robert  A.  Denton 
Rev.  T.  R.  Dorsey 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  Frank 
Carwile  Jr 

Mrs.  Robin  Douglas 

Rev.  Jeff  A.  Floyd 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  Dunaway 
Paul  A  Jo  Helen  Watson 
Judy  A  Sara  Duncan 

Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Gibson 
Jane  Dunlap 

Tommie  A  Memoric  Naron 
Jessie  Mae  East 

James  Marion 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ed  Edwards 

Paul  A  Jo  Helen  Watson 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Estem  A  Family 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  fkorge  Farr 

Paul  A  Jo  Helen  Watson 
Troy  A  Madeline  Floyd 

Tommy  A  Memone  Naron 
Willie  Fondrea 

Mr.  Joel  E.  Edlin 
Mrs.  Bonnie  Gary 

Mrs.  June  T.  Shaw 
Mrs.  Caricen  Gasper 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Woiverton 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  WiKam  J  Gttwon  A 
FamBy 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
JBI  Gibson 

Mrs  Mary  Jane  Gibson 
Jonathan  A  Jemiifer  Gibson 
Mrs.  Mary  Jme  Gibson 
Judge  David  GUHson 

Paul  A  Jo  Helen  Watson 
Jannis  GHstrap 

Mrs.  Jo  Jones 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  John  GooMiy.  Jr.  A 
Family 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  John  Goolsby,  Sr  A 
Family 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Mack  Gorton 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Verlin  M.  Bell 
Mrs.  Annie  Laurie  Gunter 

Dr.  A  Mn.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Glenna  A  JeffHartsog 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Don  Honea 
Patricia  Haasetman 

Mn.  Carol  Baxter 
IWIIam  Havens 

Tommy  A  Memorie  Nwon 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mike  Haynle 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


Mn.  Jean  E  Woodruff 
John  A.  NoweU,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Betty  N.  Richardson 
James  W.  Nowell 

Mn.  Betty  N.  Richardson 
Janette  Nowell 

Mrs.  Betty  N.  Richardson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  Alfred  Nowell 
Mn.  Betty  N.  Richfidson 
Mr.  James  O'Neal 

Mrs.  Beulah  L.  Galey 
Jeanoie  Olive 

Mr.  Ardis  C.  Cobb 
Lorena  Peeler 

Mrs.  Betty  Pender 
Mrs.  Jesse  Perry 
Mr  Ray  Scoa 
Adam  Pierce 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Aubrey  fierce  Jr. 
Brad  Pittman 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Scon  Pittman 
Mrs.  Don  Cj^Poole  I' 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Paul  L.  Poede 
Carey  Bryan  Prather 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Maurice  Brown 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  M.  Read,  Sr. 
Mr.  A  Mn.  (Tharlie  (joldberg 
Jim  A  Viola  Pratt 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Larry  J.  Pratt 
Mrs,  Annabelle  Gordon  Purvis 
Mr.  A  Mn.  R.  Gray  Wiggers 
Don  Pyroo 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Douglas  L.  Pyroo 
Tommy  Ramey 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robed  Lummus 
Herbert  RatUff 

Mn.  Helen  O.  Alston 
Alfircd  Reed,  Jr. 

Bob  A  JoAon  Myen 
Lorrie,  Megan  A  Sarah 
Sam,  Bobby  A  Ann 
Geraldhie  Neyla^  Reeves 

Family  of  Gerakltne  Neyland 
Reeves 

Mrs.  ChrisliDe  Riley 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Kenneth  M.  Davis 
Mrs.  Coriae  Roberte 

Mn.  Allyne  Statham 
Rev.  Chester  Roberts 

Mn.  Allyne  Statham 
Vdda  Roberts 

Lauderdale  County  DHS 
Macy  Robison 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Bill  Gilstnp 
BHI  Rochester 

Mn.  Ouida  W.  Rochester 
Jean  Russell 

Mary  Franklin  Kennedy  A 

Family 

HeleaRttth 

Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  W  Kilgore 
Roland  Rutledge 

Ms.  Elsie  S.  Sandenoo 
Shelley  Lyan  Saadefur 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Robed  Sandefur 
CIM  Sanders 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Charles  Chiestman 
Mrs.  Helen  Boone  Sanders 
Mr.  George  F.  Sigrest 
DXo  Garden  Chib 
Mr  A  Mn  T.  J.  Barnes 
Mb.  Patsy  O.  Jones 
Miss  Jimmie  J.  Ekbon 
Ms.  Sarah  i.  Morton 
David  Thon^Mon 
Samuel  "Sam"  Puul  Sanders 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Dan  W.  SoutfierlaDd 


Tony  Marino 

Joe  A  Donie  Freeman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  B.  Marlow 

Mr  A  Mn.  William  L.  Gamer 
Mrs.  Doris  Martin 

Mn.  MMie  B.  Flynt 
('harks  A.  Mani 

John  A  Sue  Grantham 
Vernon  Mason 

Dr.  Lee  F.  Mason 
Qavid  Maxey 

Graeb^  Brothers  Im:. 

H.  L.  MayfkU 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Mayfield  Jr 
John  W.  McCardk 

The  Freddie  Newman  Family 
Mrs.  Edna  McDaniel 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  W.  Southerland 
Mr.  Jimmy  McDnnkI 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Dan  W.  Southerland 
Mr.  J.  W.  McDnaM 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Dan  W.  Southerland 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  O.  L.  McDaaid 

Mr.  A  Mn.  E>an  W.  Southerland 
Mr  R.  W.  McDaniel 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Dan  W.  Southerland 
Mr.  Rekaus  McDaniel 

Mr  A  Mn.  Dan  W.  Southerland 
Jimmk  McDuffie 

Seals,  ^lirky  A  Sherri  Crocker 
Karl  McGraw 

Mn.  Kathleen  M.  Erickson 
William  A  Inez  McKinion 
Mr  A  Mn.  Bob  Palmer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  H.  McMurry 

Mr.  A  Mn.  lYavis  E  Harden 
Mrs.  Mary  Middleton 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Dan  W  Southerland 
Byiy  Mbicey 

Mr  A  Mn.  P.  H.  McLemore 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Mitchell 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ned  King 
Waller  H.  MKchell 

Mn.  Sue  Mitchell 
Heather  Monk 

Mr  A  Mn.  Danny  McGivney 
Pat  Montana 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Gray  Harrison 
George  V.  Moody 

Mn.  Mary  Lynn  Moody 
Dak  Moore 

Mn.  Eva  Rae  Moore 


Mr.  William  E.  Williams,  Sr. 
Hamp  A  Carrie  WWifMd 
Mr.  Cecil  W.  Culpepper 
Mtaink  Irene  Wlbon 

Mn.  Grace  W.  Garrett 
jesaka  WindmlUer 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Larry  R.  Sasser 
Mrs.  Jimmk  Wke 

Bill  A  Katie  Jaciuon 
Rev.  A  Mn.  Harold  D.  Scott 
Ctayton  A.  Woolky 

Ms.  Linda  Wodky 
Cindy  Dolaon  Wray 

Faithful  SSC.  S  Louisvilk  BC 
Quinton.  Diane.  Lindsey  A 
Jeremy  Hill 
Rev.  Woodrow  Young 
Ms.  Uzzk  Dean 
Mra.  LtseWe  C.  Zeigkr 

Hon.  Cynthia  D.  Davis 
I  Mr.  A  Mn.  B.  A.  Anden 
Mr  A  Mn.  James  E  Dixon 
Mr  Lyk  Stokes 
Mn.  Christine  Stephens 

December  20  -  31,  2004 
Honors 


Mn.  J.  T.  Morrison  A  Children 
Karen  L.  Mumbower 

Dianne  A  Eddie  Elwmd 
Lindsey  W.  Murphy 

Mr  A  Mn.  Ronnie  E  McNair 
Thomas  Myers 

LL.  Foster  SSC.  Prentiss  BC 
Mrs.  Avne  NcH  lyWr  NaCkm  f 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Eugene  L. 
Culpepper 

Dr.  A  Mn.  Bill  Lesris 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Gary  Cuevas 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Joe  Cuevas 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Wasme  Bagky 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ron  Walsh 
Garner  A  Jane  Neely 

FraaUin  A  Doris  Neely 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Joe  W.  Riggin 
Mihey  Netherlaiid 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Henry  G.  West 
Odcan  HelM 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Henry  G.  West 
Pam  A  Eddk  Helms 

Ralph.  Cheryl  Lei^  A  Mary 
Lyn  Perkins 
JeanS.  Hendrix 

Mrs.  Virginia  S.  Fair 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Giya  Hester 

Mr.  A  Mn.  David  W.  Upchurch 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  K.  Upchurch 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  HoUingswortb 
Paul  A  Jo  Helen  Wat&on 
Mrs.  Alkne  Holloway 

Mr.  A  Mn.  John  L.  Holloway 
WUliam  A  Loreoe  Holt 

Mr.  A  Mn.  David  B.  MiUer 
Wayne  A  Jnoke  Honea 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Don  Honea 
Mrs.  Juel  Hood 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Fred  B.  Hood 
Rachel  Hooper 

Tommy  A  Memorie  Naron  t 
Rev.  Tim  Horton  | 

Mr.  Joe  E.  Cherry 
Lba  Houston,  Graham  A  Erin 
Tommy  A  Memorie  Naron 
Macklya  W.  A  Betl  Hubbell 

Tommy  A  Memewie  Naron 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ray  Humphreys 
Paul  A  Jo  Helen  Watson 
Debbk  Ivy  ' 

Mn.  Jo  Jones 
Rev.  David  Jacks 

Rev.  Jeff  A.  Royd 
Jean  Jackson 

Mn.  Jo  Jones 
Mark  A  Karla  Jackson 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Kenneth  Agent 
Mrs.  Beverly  Jarmon 

Paul  A  Jo  Helen  Wat.von 
Mrs.  Lee  .\udb  Jayroe 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Mn.  Bebc  W,  Welch  A  Family 
Bro.  (Jeorge  A  Mrs.  Linda  Johns 
Ms.  Johnnie  D.  Turner 
Mr.  Erk  Johnson 

Mr.  Robert  Denton 
Mary  Johnson 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Aubry  L.  Hays 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  H.  Johnson 
Julius  W.  King 
Mrs.  La  Vernas  Jordan 

Dr.  A  Mn.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  Justice 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Ron  A.  Yarbrough 
Ms.  Dot  Keen 

Mn.  Annis  Goss 
Bro.  Jim  Keyser 

Steadfast  Class.  FBC'Chaikston 
Robert  A  Margaret  Khayal 
Mr.  Rohcfl  A.  Denton 
John  A  Amy  King 

Mr.  Robert  A.  Denton 
Martin  A  Sue  King 

Tommy  A  Memorie  Naron 
Phyllis  King 

Mn.  Peggy  Jackson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ed  Kossman 

Paul  A  Jo  Hekn  Watson 
Dr.  Van  L.  Lackey  A  Family 

Dr.  A  Mn.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Ms.  Odell  Ledbetter 

Banner  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Ed  Lewis 

First  Baptist  Church 
JuKc  A  Sam  MagHok 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Hugh  L.  Jackson 
Andrea  Marbk 

Tommy  A  Memorie  Naron 
Sam  A  Cecillia  Marshall 
Mr.  Robert  A.  Denton 
PoHy  May 

Ms.  Trick  M.  Bradford 
Lloyd  Mct.'kllan 

Men’s  SSC.  Crenshaw  BC* 
Crenshaw 

Bob  A  Joyce  McCord 
Ms.  Linda  Hak 
Lurkne  McGraw 

Donnie  A  Debbye  McGraw 
Mrs.  Tara  McMahon 
Rev.  Jeff  A.  Floyd 
Maxine  Meriweather 

Tommy  A  Memorie  Naron 
*  Saiy  N.  Miller 

Dr.  Theodore  C.  Miller 
Ahna  Mize 

Tommy  A  Memorie  Naron  . 
Kinsey  MkhieBe  Mokr 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jim  Michael 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gene  Monroe 

Paul  A  Jo  Hekn  Watson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  AKya  Moore 

Ms.  Chari^  W  Bryan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ed  Moore 

Paul  A  Jo  Hekn  Watson 
Rev.  Hcnth  Naik 

Rev.  Jeff  A.  Floyd 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Sam  NewcM  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  K.  Upetwh 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ike  Newton 

Paul  A  Jo  Helen  Watson 
James  C.  ftay 

Mrs.  Annis  Goes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  F.  Prtley 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Fred  B.  Hood 
Lonke  PIgford 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Mike  Pigford 
Mrs.  Mildred  Pttts 

West  Shady  Grove  BC  WMU- 
Waynesboro 
Hank  A  SaMy  Potaon 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Carroll  E.  Jarvis 
Steve  A  Sne  Rives 

Tommy  A  Mcmoric  Naron 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Dcnate  R.  Roberts 

Mr.  A  Mn.  G«y  A.  Carpenter 
Mr.  Joey  Roberta 
Julius  W.  Ring 
Mrs.  Joy  B.  Roberts 
'  Julius  W.  King 
Connk  Robineon 


Mn.  Jo  Jones 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cr^  Royalon  A  Family 
Dr.  A  Mn.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Kyk  Ruahiag 

Paul  A  Jo  Helen  Watson 
Richard.  Ana  A  Rachd  Ryaa 
Paula  A  Kelly  Maitin 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  (jordoa  Sansiag 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jim  Pilgrim 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  Scago 
LS  Enterprises,  loc. 

Barbara  Selby 

Mn.  Carol  Baxter 
Mrs.  Mary  Taylor  Sigman 
Mr.  Kirk  G.  Taylor 
Mr.  Ralph  Sinunoas 
Julius  W.  King 
Eatery  Skelton 

Paul  A  Jo  Hekn  Watson 
Benjamin,  Heather  A  Logan  Sims 
Walter  A  Judy  DeLoach 
Marcus  A  Donna  Sims 

Walter  A  Judy  DeLoach 
Peggy  Sneed 

Sanctuary  Oas&X  Oxford  BC* 
Oxford 

Looa  Soutbeiiand 

Ms.  Ann  Southerland 
Jack  Spencer 

Deborah  McGraw 
I  Staff  of  FBC  McComb 

Mr.  A  Mis.  James  Anthony  Delee 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Keith  Starrett 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  J.  M.  Brock  Jr' 

Joy  Stewart  | 

Mrs.  Jo  Jones 
Ward  A  Gwen  Stokes 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Balfour  Lipscomb 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Clayton  Sullivan 
Mr.  Kirk  *G.  Taylor 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Zacb  Taylor,  III 
Mr.  Kilt  G.  Taylor  ^ 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Zach  Taylor,  Jr. 

Mr.  Kirk  G.  Taylor 
Kirk  Taylor 

Ms.  Patricia  T.  White 
Mr.  Walter  Taylor 

Mr.  Kirk  G.  Taylor 
Rkk  Taylor 

Mrs.  Pat  Noble 
Brooks  Townsend 

Ms.  Lela  T.  Purvis 
Mr.  Alan  Ibrnbough 

Mr  Kirk  G.  Taylor 
Mrs.  Joe  'Dilen 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  R.  Taylor 
Lou  Walker 

Ms.  Jo  Ann  Franks 
Rev.  Johnny  Walker 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  Frank 
Carwik  Jr 

Charles  A  Irma  Waher 

Mr.  Freddy  Walter  Family 
Mary  Kay  Walters 

Mrs.  Carol  Baxter 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lee  Wahon 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  R.  Weisinger 
Mr.  Orin  Wekh 

Miss  Be^ce  Brownlee 
Earlinr  Wblnery 

Dr.  H.  D.  Posey 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rkk  While,  Jennifer  A 
Allison 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Bob  A  Joann  Wliile 

Ms.  Faye  M.  Gambrell 
Clay  A  Kristen  While 

Walter  A  Judy  DeLoach 
Bethany.  Zachary  A  Garrett  Wlkel 
Walter  A  Judy  DeLoach 
Rev.  Michael  Wilbanks 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  Frank 
Carwik  Jr 

Millon  WiMn-  \ 

Tommy  A  Memone  Naron 
Bro.  Byron  A  Mrs.  Annetl  Wilkinson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Don  Honea 
Lynda  Williams 

Mrs.  Jo  Jones 
Mrs.  Gfainy  Winders 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carroll  E.  Jarv  is 
Barbara  WoHe 

Mrs.  Jo  Jones 
Ms.  Sandra  Yarbrough 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ron  A.  Yarbrough 

Memorials 

Carrol  Akliks 

Ms.  Skrah  W  Barrett 
Nalhaa  Anderson 

Ms.  Paula  Davidson 
Mrs.  Muriel  Andrews 
Mrs.  George  Hart 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jay  Hubbard 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glen  King 
Mr.  Brooks  Appleton 

Robert  A  Sue  Wilkk 
I^mar  Artbur 

Mrs.  Billie  Lynn  Arthur 
Robert  A.  Aahky 

Mr.  Jason  Clieroni 
EHzabcCb  H.  Barfield 

Behavioral  Health  Resourves 
Dr.  Martin  V.  (Thaney 
Mr.  MoseBc  Bateman 

Mrs.  Martke  B.  Travis 
Teh  Ernest  L.  Bennett  Family 
Mrs.  R.  P  Faulkner 
James  D.  Medders.  Sr. 

Josh  Berry 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Scott  Pittman 
Mr.  Robert  Blakely 

Rjobeit  A  Sue  Wilkie 
Morris  G.  Blorker 

Ms.  Ruth  B.  Wiggins 
Mrs.  Patsie  Bokr 

Mrs.  Verla  Callihan 
Mrs.  Faye  Boyd 

First  Baptist  Church 
Jaams  Brett 

Mn.  Ann  Wilson  Hayes 
Lula  Frances  Brister 


Graeber  Brocfaen  Inc. 

Mr.  £.  e.  Brkicr 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Hayes  Branscome 
EHfahcth  Brotm 

Ms.  Mafgaret  Ann  Fumie 
Mrs.  Martha  Brown 

Robert  A  Sue  WUkie 
Edna  Bruton 

Ted  A  Jamae  Bruton 
John  Bnckky 

The  Adult  m  SSC.  N  Cdumhia 
BC 

Jolynne  Jones  Burns 
Buck  A  Jo  Jones 
Decatur  B.  Byrd 

Ms.  Susan  E.  Byrd 
James  Dennis  (Denny)  Jr.  Cagk 
Ms.  Annette  Cagk 
Mrs.  Hattie  Mae  Caider 

Calhoun  Bapi  Assc  Pastors  Conf 
Rkhard  Edwin  Campbell 

Andy  A  Alice  A  Family 
Geogbegan 

Ray  A  Leisa  A  Family 
(reogbegan 

Roy  A  Samh  A  Family 
(ieogbegan 

Anne  A  Family  Middleton 
Mrs.  OUk  B.  Scott  Carroll 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tommy  Kyk 
Mrs.  Laura  M.  Coats 

Thirteenth  Avenue  Pharmacy 
Luther  Ray  Cobb 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  Larry  Hugh  Cobb 
Mrs.  Vangie  Fields 
Lela  Mae  Cooper 

Pine  Burr  Baptist  Church 
Kim  K.  Corban 

Wells  Creek  Hunting  Club 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Percy  J.  Peeler 
Well  Creek  Hunting  Club 
Freddy.  Barbara  and  Chuck  Walter 
Odk  Elizabeth  Crawford 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Shelton 
Maryetta  Boone  Cummings 

Ms.  Mary  Frances  Phillips 
Rev.  S.  W.  "Tommy"  Davis 
Jo  A  Jimmie  Smithey 
Jonathan  Deaore 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Darrell  Cox 
Andre*  Dodd 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rex  Cowart  ^ 
Doris  Hurst 

Soulhea.viem  Marketing  Service 
Thomas  J.  Dufoor 

Dr.  Hayes  L.  Stuart 
William  E.  Dunavant 

Ms.  Margaret  Lynk 
Floyd  A  Charlotte  Lynk 
Mrs.  Lob  Ealy 

Mr.  C.  David  Hobgood 
Lyan  Edmbton 

Ms.  Mary  B.  Loftin 
Carlton  Edmondson,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cliarks  L.  Shelton 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Edmondson 
Edwin  G.  Sr.  Evans 

Ms.  Karen  E.  Cooky 
Mrs.  Marguerite  Evans 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clene  D  Faggard 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  D.  Faggard 
Milton  Fillingane 

Ms.  Vera  Fillingane 
Beth  Finch 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Steve  Frazier 
Doris  Fleming 

Mr.  Bobby  Fleming 
Kenneth  Wayne  Fleming 
Mrs.  V»da  L.  Fleming 
Mrs.  Alberta  Flynt 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Loyd  Smith  Jr. 

Rev.  James  A.  Fondren 
Mr.  Joel  E.  Edlin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  E.  Fortenberry 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glen  D.  Fortenberry 
Caleb  Fmny 

Tony  A  Susan  Kinion 
Mr.  James  W.  Boozer 
Mrs.  Lynn  G.  Hardage 
Jean  Furobs 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Cliarles  L.  Shelton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  Gaddb 

Larry  A  Barbara  Bemtui 
Mr.  Mkhiel  C.  Gaddis 
Mrs.  Hortenae  (iaddb 

Nieces  of  Mn.  Hortense  Gaddis 
Mr.  Hilman  Gentry 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Bobby  D.  Files 
Sbter  of  Bob  A  Thbby  (;iate 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Floyd  E.  Fuqua 
W.  H.  C'fOff 

Mr  A  Mn  W.  J  Goff 
Diane  (•rnham 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Frank  Whittington 
Mrs.  L4Niiar  Greene 

Mn.  Frances  A.  Han 
(teorge  "Brent"  B.  Sr. 

Mn.  George  B.  Grubbs 
JuUan  Donald  HaM 

Mn.  Pearl  Hamm 
Mrs.  AHk  Mae  Hall 

Ms.  Lucy  1..  Campbell 
Mrs.  Elak  Hammett 

Mr.  A  Mn.  R.  (jray  Wiggen 
Chartes  Leighton  Hamric,  III 
Miss  Alva  Merk  Bianioh 
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